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PREFACE

This book is an attempt to incorporate some of the less controversia
insghts from modern theoretical linguistics into the teaching of English
syntax. It seeks to strike a balance between the traditional and structural
approaches and transformational generative syntax, which is currently the
mogt consistent and influential linguistic framework.

We take the view that it is important for students of English — whether
or not they will go on to speciaise in English syntax — to be able to inter-
pret the structure of sentences and their component parts. The practice of
syntactic analysis, or 'parsing' as it is traditionally called, will improve stu-
dents' understanding of the structure of English, it will facilitate their
comprehension and production of the language and it will enable them to
compare and contrast English structures and to perform syntactic opera-
tions on them. The ability to analyse structures in their context is a very
ussful and important skill for undergraduates to acquire and master. It is a
skill which involves familiarity with, amongst other things, the principal
categories and functions in English, the main syntactic operations, and the
methods of syntactic argumentation.

Although the importance of syntactic analysis is generally recognised,
none of the presently available grammars of English provides students with
a systematic introduction to the methods of English syntactic analysis. Most
of these grammars contain excellent inventories of the facts of English, but
fal to show students explicitly how to formulate syntactic arguments, and
how to apply relevant objective criteria and syntactic tests in the analysis of
sentences. This book is meant to fill this gap. it offers an account of what
we consider to be the basic rules and principles of English syntax, and it tries
to make students aware of syntactic structures and their relations. It also
tries to give some insight into the general methodology of syntactic descrip-
tion.

This coursebook is mainly intended for intermediate students of English
at universities or colleges who have done one or more introductory
grammar courses, but are not yet ready to enter a specialist course. Since in
our experience students need a great deal of systematic guidance and prac-
tice in the analysis of sentences, we have provided numerous examples and
exercises of different types.

A Modern Course in English Syntax also prepares students for further
reading in the literature on English syntax, i.e. both the more 'traditional’
accounts and the current transformational analyses. It offers some new

1



2 Preface

ideas 79 insights, especialy from the Extended Standard Theory (EST),
which we have here tried to deal with in an informal manner; theory-
internal discussions and irrelevant technicalities are generally avoided. We
have found that the material of this book can be used profitably in Engiish
syntax courses in conjunction with reference grammars such as those by
Randolph Quirk and his associates. In an attempt to make this book as sdf-
contained as possible, we have refrained from including references to
English grammars or the linguistic literature.

It must be emphasised that it is not the technical terminology or the
grammatical labels that are of central importance in this book, but the
approach developed for talking about sentences in English. While the book
does not go into al the descriptive or theoretical detail of a fully developed
syntax, and will therefore leave many issues undiscussed, it is intended to
offer students the techniques for going into more complex matters. We
expect that the book will sharpen students' observations, and make them
aware of what are valid arguments and methods for meaningful analyses.

Parts of the Material of this volume have been used in English syntax
courses at University College, London (mainly students of English litera-
ture and language), at the Universities of Nijmegen and Ghent (Dutch and
Belgian students of English), and at a teacher training college in Nijmegen.

In developing this course, we have assumed that the student has some
knowledge of English grammar. Exercises are included and integrated into
the structure of the book. They are meant to give students insight into the
main patterns and problems of English syntax, and to appeal to their own
linguistic intuitions and creativity.

Our thanks aT¢ due to colleagues in severa English departments in
England, Belgium and The Netherlands for useful comments on an earlier
draft of this work. In particular we would mention Ton Broeders, Aj,qdai
MacDonald, Sidney Greenbaum, Annemoon van Hest, FNitS Stuurman and
Jan Verdonck, who have given us detailed criticisms and sound advice on
how to 'solve’ and present certain problems. The book has greatly bene-
fited from their suggestions. Needless to say, we accept full responsibility
for the views expressed here and for any shortcomings that remain. We are
also grateful to Diane Crook, Mies Faber and Mariette Wauters for their
patience in typing successive versions of the manuscript.

THE BACKGROUND

The approach presented here adopts as its main theoretical background the
multi-level analysis of the EST-framework, which distinguishes levels of
D-structure and S-structure, and levels of Phonetic form and Logica form.
D-structure (or, roughly, 'underlying structure’) is determined by (a)
phrase structure (PS) rules and (b) the Lexicon. PS rules generate the

Preface 3

underlying structure of the sentence. The Lexicon contains the store of
lexicd items of the language, each with a specification of its syntactic cate-
gory and an insertion frame. Verbs, for example, are specified for the type
of complementation they require. Inserting lexica material into the struc-
tures derived by the PS rules is restricted by a matching condition: nouns
can only be inserted into dots marked N; verbs can only be inserted into V
dots, etc. The matching condition has recently been replaced in EST by
mechanisms such as Case assignment and the Theta criterion, but these
notions are not incorporated into this book. The constituent structure gen-
erated by the PS rules and filled in by lexical items gives us the D-structure.

The underlying structures may be affected by operations such as 'passi-
visation', 'extraposition’, etc. Following recent developments in the trans-
formational framework, this book distinguishes between elementary
operations on syntactic patterns and the functional effect that is achieved
by the operations. The process of wh-question formation, for example, is
not seen as a single transformation but rather as the compounding of

(@ Subject—Auxiliary Inversion, and
(b) Mi-fronting

Hence, the transition from John saw whoto Who did John see?is not a single
transformation, but a process involving two transformations. Subject-

Auxiliary Inversion and wh-fronting may both operate independently in
other environments, producing other functional effects. For example:

Not one moment did he regret his decision.
The girl whom he had invited did not come.

We have aso followed the recent trend in EST towards reducing the types
of transformations to the single operation of 'movement': movement may
be either to the left (for example, wh-movement, movement of the Object
of passives, and raising) or to the right (as in extraposition). Furthermore,
we assume that any moved category leaves behind an empty position. The
movement of who in Who did Peter invire ?, for example, has left
behind an empty Object position marked— In current EST this
approach is covered by Trace theory.

The various movement transformations referred to above yield
S-structures. S-structure is assumed to be the level at which Case is
assigned and at which coindexing takes place. Since Case assignment and
coindexing are not discussed in this book, D-structure and S-structure will
look identical for many sentences.

Thisis a book about English syntax in the narrow sense of that term, and
the levels of Phonetic form and Logical form are referred to only occasion-
dly. The level of Phonetic form, in EST, is that a which a number of
additional morphological/phonological changes are performed. For
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example, the affixing of the ending of the finite verb is assumed to take
place at the phonetic level of the grammar rather than at the syntactic level,
i.e. after the level of S-structure. The operations performed on S-structures
in the Phonetic component lead to surface structures. Although
S-structures and surface structures, on the one hand, and D-structures and
underlying structures, on the other, are not identical in EST, we shall make
no rigid distinction between the two pairs, and mainly deal with surface
structures and underlying structures. Logical form, too, is only introduced
discursively, with respect to the 'binding' relations in sentences. The notion
of binding plays an important part in the treatment of reflexive pronouns,
which are usually bound to an antecedent in the same clause. This notion is
also used with respect to the linking of relative and interrogative pronouns
with the 'gap' at the vacated site. However, the treatment of such inter-
dependencies at the level of Logical form is kept very informa and the
standard E3T treatment of such links in terms of coindexing is not intro-
duced. By reducing abstract formalisations to a minimum, we focus on
English sentences and their analysis rather than on the formal technicalities
of the analysis.

In keeping with the basic EST approach of this coursebook, we shall not
normally refer to semantics or pragmatics, unless information of this type
might clarify the analysis. In this book we have devoted more space to
grammatical functions than is customary in the EST tradition, adopting the
configurational approach to grammatical functions, which sees notions
such as 'Subject’, 'Object’, etc., not as primitives of syntax, but rather as
fully configurationally determined, and thus derivative. This occasionally
leads to analyses which deviate from the more traditional descriptive tra-
dition, but we fed that these modern analyses are more illuminating than
traditional ones. With respect to the motivation of the analysis of consti-
tuent structure and function, we consistently rely on standard arguments of
movement, substitution and analogy. Analogy has been used to motivate
the presence of empty categories, and it may at least partly be seen as an
informal transiation of the Projection principle in EST, which states that
distributional information encoded in the Lexicon (e.g. subcategorisation
frames) must be preserved at each level of structure.

Herman Wekker
Liliane Haegeman
Nijmegen

Geneva

1

AIMS AND METHODS

1.1 WHAT IS SYNTAX?

Syntax, or syntactic analysis, may be defined as:
(8 determining the relevant component parts of a sentence
(b) describing these parts grammatically.

The component parts of a sentence are called constituents. In other words,
syntax involves the two closaly related tasks of:

(8 breaking down the sentence into its constituents

(b) assigning some grammatical label to each constituent, stating what
type of constituent (or grammatical category) it is, and what
grammatical function it has.

This definition of syntax implies that we start from what is regarded as the
largest unit of syntactic description — the sentence — and proceed until we
arrive at the smallest meaningful unit. This is called a 'top to bottom' ana-
lysgs. The units smaller than the sentence will be referred to as clauses,
phrases, words and morphemes respectively. However, instead of saying
that a sentence can be broken down into smaller and smaller constituents,
we might also look at the sentence the other way round — that is. ‘from
bottom to top' — and say that constituents at different levels can combine
to form increasingly larger units: we proceed then from the morpheme to
the sentence as a whole. Constituents are like building blocks which pattern
in certain ways to form larger and larger units, the largest unit being the
sentence. Each constituent (except the smallest) can be broken down into
its component parts. The purpose of doing syntax is to discover the ways in
which constituents combine to form the structure of sentences.

In this book we adopt the (traditional) hierarchy of sentence consti-
tuents, as shown in the following diagram:

SENTENCE +— CLAUSE +«—+ PHRASE ++ WORD «~~ MORPHEME

This diagram represents the hierarchical scale of constituents. The four
double-pointed arrows in the diagram indicate that it may be read 'from

left to right', or 'from right to left.’
The arrows pointing to the right indicate that a sentence may consist of

wn



6 Aims and Methods

one or more than one clause, that a clause may consist of one or more than
one phrase, that a phrase may consist of one or more than one word, and
that a word may consist of one or more than one morpheme. Morphemes
are the minimal, indivisible units in syntax.

Conversely, as indicated by the arrows pointing to the left, We might by
say that one or more than one morpheme may constitute a word, one or
more than one word may form a phrase, one or more than one phrase may
form a clause, and one or more than one clause may form a sentence.

In what follows we shall also see that a clause may contain one or more
constituent clauses, and that a phrase may contain one or more constituent
phrases or clauses. ;

To &I ustrate the hierarchical structure of sentences, j; US consider sen-
tence (1):

(1) The snake killed the rat and swallowed it.

This sentence consists of two coordinate clauses, joined together by the co-
ordinator and. The first clause is: The snake killed the rat, and the second
is: swallowed it. The second clause has a reduced form. Its complete form
would be it swallowed it.

The firgt clause in (1) consists of two phrases, and the second, as it
stands, consists of only one phrase. The two phrases in the first clause are
The snake and killed the rat, and the phrase in the second clause is
swallowed it. As we shall see later, the snake is a poyup phrase and killed
the rat and swallowed it are both verh phrases.

Each phrase is made up of words. The snake consists of two words: the
and snake; killed the rat consists of three words, of which the last two
+ rat) again constitute a noun phrase; and swallowed it consists of
words, of which the second in itself constitutes a noun phrase. The . ..
tuents the rat and !/ are examples of (noun) phrases within (verb) phrases.

Sentence (1) contains eight words, including the coordinator and Each
word consists of one or two morphemes: the, snake, rat, and and it are
one-morpheme words, whereas killed and swallowed are both two-
morpheme words. The, snake, rat, etc. are full words and morphemes at
the same time: the word and morpheme boundaries coincide. The two
morphemes of killed and sallowed are kill and —ed, and swallow and -ed

(see 1.2.2).

1,2 REPRESENTING SENTENCE STRUCTURE

1.2.17 BRACKETING

The syntactic structure of sentence (1) above may be represented pro-
visionally by marking off each constituent from sentence level to word level

(ane
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by sguare brackets: [ ]. To amplify matters, we shall ignore the mor-
pheme boundaries here. This convention of bracketing yields the following
analysis, which looks rather daunting at first sight:

[é‘.nake]]' [[killed] [[the] [rat]]]]

(2) [[[[The]
[and]
[[[swallowed] [[it]]]]]

Analyss (2) is the result of first bracketing the sentence, then the two
clauses, then the phrases, and finally the words, as follows:

Sentence.
(33 [The snake killed the rat and swallowed it]

Clauses:

(30) [ [The snake killed the rat]

and
[swallowed it] ]

Phrases:

(3c) [[[The snake] [killed [the rat] ]]
and
[ [swallowed [it] ] ] ]

Words:

(3d)  [[[[The]
[and]
[[[swalowed] [[i]]]]]

Analysis (3d) is of course identical with (2) above.

The bracketing has here been done on apurely intuitive basis. In thefollow-
ing chapters we shal dea with the formal arguments which justify those
choices. Check through the above analysis carefully again, and try to bracket
the following sentences from sentence level to word level in the same way:

[snake]] [[killed] [[the] [rat]]]]

4 - _'The terrorists assassinated the ambassador:."

(5) Her husband is an aristocrat.

(6) He gave his mother a present.

In (2) above we can see that word and morpheme boundaries may co-
incide: the, snake, rat, etc, are al one word and one morpheme, as
opposed to killed and swallowed, which are words consisting of two mor-

phemes each. Words and phrases may aso coincide, as in:

(7 John laughed.
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In this sentence John is both a phrase (a noun phrase) and a word (a
noun); laughed is also both a phrase (a verb phrase) and a word (a verb).
The units sentence and clause also coincide in (7). Bracketing from sen-
tence level to word level yields (8):

(8) [[[ [John] ] [ laughed]]]]

Word, phrase, clause and. sentence may also coincide, as in:
9) Run!

The bracketing of sentence (9) is as follows:

(10)  [[[TRun]]]]

It is structurally one sentence, one clause, one phrase and one word (also
onemorpheme).

The above examples show that a sentence is not necessarily longer than
a clause, a clause not necessarily longer than a phrase, and a phrase not
1:ecessarily |onger than a word (in general, we shall not go beyond the level
of the word in our analyses). We shall see that sentences may vary in length
and complexity from one clause to indefinitely many clauses, clauses from one
phrase to indefinitely many phrases, and phrases from one word to indefi-
nitely many words.
. II'II Chapter 2 we shall look at each of these grammatical units in more

etail.

1.2.2 LABELLED BRACKETING

The system of bracketing which we have used so far is not very satisfactory.
It is difficult to see, for €xample, which brackets go together to mark off a
constituent. The notation introduced above could be improved by adding
an appropriate grammatical label to each pair of square brackets. The label
indicates what type of constituent (or grammatical category) is contained
within the brackets. This convention is called labelled bracketing. To
illustrate the new system, let us consider again the structure of the sentence
The snake killed the rat and swallowed it ((1) above).

We shall use square brackets with the label S (short for 'sentence') to
mark off the boundaries of the whole sentence, as follows:

(11) [gThe snake Kkilled the rat and swallowed it]

The category label is inserted in the bottom corner of the left-hand
bracket. This sentence, as we have seen, consists of two clauses: the clause
The snake killed the rat and the clause (it) swallowed it. The two clauses
are joined together by the coordinator and The clauses can be bracketed

and labelled as follows:

Aims and Methods 9

(12) [ | 5, The snake killed the rat] and [, (it)swallowedit] j

The two clauses are labelled S, and S; here, and the whole sentence is
labelled S,. S, and S; are clauses inside S, (the numbers 1,2,3 etc. are
added here and elsewhere just for convenience: they enable us to refer
unambiguously to the different Ss). We use the label S for sentences as well
as clauses, since clauses can be defined as Ss inside an S or inside a phrase.
The clauses in (12) can be further analysed into phrases as follows:

: = -
(13) [5] [57 lNPThe snake] lvpkilled | npthe rat]J ]

and [51 [NP (it)] [\_-Pswallowed [Npit] ] ”

The label NP stands for noun phrase, and the label VP for verb phrase. The
snake and the rat are NPs, because their most important element is a noun
{N); it, which replaces an NP, is also an NP (cf. 1.24 and 2.4.2.2). The
VPs in (13) consist of a verb (V) followed by an NP. The verbs are killed
;md swallowed The NPs the rat in killed the rat and it in swallowed it are
parts of the VPs, and act as Complements of the verbs killed and
swallowed respectively.

The words that make up the above phrases can also be bracketed and
labelled as follows:

(14 [s. [s, [se [oeThe][wsnake] ] [ve [viilied]
[ [puthe] [rat]]]]]
[and]

[s.Lset0] [ve [vsvatiowed] [oe [sie] ]]]]

The label Det stands for determiner, the label N for noun, and the label V
for verb. Noun and verb are major word classes, and Det is a collective
term for various items preceding the noun, e.g.: the, a, that, this, some,
any. Now compare (14) with (2) in section 1.2.1 above. The only dif-
ference between the two is that pairs of brackets are labelled here.

Our syntactic analysis of the sentence does not usually go below the
level of the word or even the phrase, but occasionally it will be useful to
mark off the morpheme structure of a given word, for example the
structure of the past tense forms of verbs, or of the plurals and genitives of
nouns. This, too, can be done by means of labelled bracketing, as, for
example, in the case of killed:

0 o[y [ues]
Here the label B is used for the base (ofthe verb), and the label Suff for suffix

(see section 1.1).
Throughout this book we shall frequently use this kind of labelled brack-

eting to represent sentence structure.
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1.2.3 TREE DIAGRAMS AND PHRASE STRUCTURE RULES

Labelled bracketing is one of the most common ways of representing the
constituent structure of sentences. However, there are many other methods

of marking diagr ammatically what elements in a sentence go together and
what elements do not. One other very common representation is the tree
diagram.

The tree diagram is a notational device which is entirely equivalent to

labelled bracketing: although it looks different, it provides the same infor-
mation about the syntactic structure of a sentence.

Consider, for example, the following (simplified) tree diagram of the
sentence:

(1) The snake killed the rat and (it) swallowed it.

(16)
3y
s, coord g
NP VP NP VP
- . \,/\I\IP L V /\
h NP
Det N

N
4. l l |
The snake killed the rat and (1t) swallowed it

The tree diagram provides the analysis of sentence (1) down to word level
(determiner, noun, verb, etc.); in principle, it would also be possible to stop
at phrase level (NP, VP, etc.), or to go beyond word level and indicate the
morphological structure of each of the words. You can make your
grammatical analysis as detailed as you like, or as is necessary for a specific
purpose. The syntactic information contained in diagram (16) is essentially
tlhti same as that provided by the labelled bracketing in (14) in section

7 It is largely a matter of taste or practical convenience whether one
chooses the notation of (14) in section 1.2.2 or that of (16) above.

To read tree diagram (16) we require some additional terminology. For
example, we say that 5 (the whole sentence) is expanded as g and ¢ (two
clauses), which are coordinated by and S, is said to contain %s its ifme-
diate constituents S» S; and the coordinator and % is expanded as NP -
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VP, and so is S;. The VP in each case is expanded as V-NP. The constitu-
ents mentioned so far are considered to be the main constituents of the
sentence. Further down the tree, NP may again be expanded as either
Det-N {the-snake) or as N (it).

There is a convention which is generally used to sum up the system of
expanding one unit into other units. It is a set of instructions called phrase

structure rules (PS rules).
Let us provisionally formulate the following four PS rules:

(17a) S-—>S—coord-S§
(17b) S- —NP-VP
(17¢c) VP W-NP

(17d) NP— ) Det—N}
 Jd

The arrows mean: 'expand' or 'rewrite’ X as Y (where X represents any ele-
ment on the left of the arrow, and Y any element on the right). The cu el
brackets in rule (17d) indicate that NP may be expanded or rewritten as
either Det-N or N.

The category labels in tree diagram (16), such as S,, S,, S;, NP, VP, V,
etc., are all attached to the nodes of that tree, and the lines connecting
these nodes are called branches. The node labels in the tree diagram
correspond to the labels in the labelled bracketing in 1.2.2. The node
labelled S, in (16) dominates the nodes labelled S,, coord, and S;. The
node labelled S, dominates the nodes labelled NP and VP, but also all the
other nodes further down that half of the tree. The same applies to S;. NP,
VP, etc. are said to be dominated by S, or S;. We also see that S, and S,
both contain two NPs. One NP is immediately dominated by S./S;, the
other by the VP-node. The NP immediately dominated by the VP-node is
also dominated by S,/S;, but it is not immediately dominated by S./SIETeE
important to distinguish between dominance and immediate dominance.
In the latter case there must be no further nodes intervening between the
nodes considered.

The lexical items (i.e. the words) the, snake, killed, etc., are attached to
the so-called terminal nodes of the tree diagram, i.e. the bottom nodes. The
other nodes in the tree diagram are non-terminal.

Tree diagram (16) shows, among other things, that the (Det) and snake
(N) combine to form one constituent (an NP), that killed (V) and the rat
(NP) constitute a VP, that the NP the snake and the VP killed the rat area
sentence/clause (S,) inside another sentence (S,), etc. In the same way the
right half of the tree diagram also specifies the internal structure of clause
35

Subordination of a clause, as in:
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(18) I know [Sthat the snake killed the rat]

may be represented as follows:

(19) s,
NP VP
N /\
¥ s,
NP VP
/A‘\ /\
Det N v NP
Det N
know  that the snake killed the rJl

Tree diagram (19) is provisional. We shall look in greater detail at how we
should treat € sequence that—thesnake killed the rat later (see section

2.3).

The provisional set of PS rules in (17) cannot fully describe structures
like (19). For example, rule (17a) is optional: it need not apply (after all,
not all sentences CONtAIn coordinate clauses). We start the rewriting gnerg-
tions for (19) at rule (17b). Also, instead of rewriting VP as V-NP, as
stipulated by rule (17c¢), we must rewrite the VP in (19) as V-S. Conse-
quently, OUT PS rule (17c) must allow for this possibility: we must adapt it
in the following way (the curly brackets again indicate a choice: gjther .
or'):

(17¢) VP —sV-— { EJP}

The S, which now also occurs on the right-hand side of the arrow, may in
its turn be expanded as NP—VP, as indicated in rule (17b), and this VP
may now become either V-NP or V=S, and so on. It is possible to have an
S embedded inside another S. This kind of embedding (or subordination)
may, in principle, be repeated indefinitely many times: there may be in-
definitely many Ss embedded inside other Ss. For example:

now that you think that she hopes that you will say to her that
(20) | know th hink that she hopes th il her th
you love her,

A ims and Methods 13

Draw a tree diagram representing the syntactic structure of (20).

In diagram (19) S, is a subordinate clause, which functions inside S,: S,
is dominated by S;, and immediately dominated by VP.

Ss (clauses) may also appear inside NPs as in:

: . .
(21) | The snake !Lwhich killed the rat IJ J belongs to our neighbours.
NP 5

What we have here is not subordination inside the VP (as in (18) and (20))
but subordination inside an NP. This may be represented as follows:

['!"J'
I 5

//\

T ™
s !
| [

The snake  which killed the rat belongs to our neighbours

This simplified tree diagram shows that S, is immediately dominated by
NP,; S-is an immediate constituent of the NP.

The triangle under VP in (22) is a device commonly used to indicate
that we are not concerned with the internai structure of that constituent.
We shall often use the triangle when the internal structure of a constituent
is not relevant to the point under discussion.

To describe sentences like (22) we must again adapt the PS rules in (17)
above. We reformulate rule (17d) as follows:

(17d) NP—+{ Bef—N"(S)}

The round brackets around S mean that S is optional: we may choose to
rewrite NP as Det-N-S or as Det-N. Alternatively, as indicated by the
curly brackets, we may also rewrite NP as just N.

1.2.4 SENTENCE AND DISCOURSE

We have said that in syntax the sentence is regarded as the largest or
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highest unit on the hierarchical scale of constituents; it is the largest unit of
syntactic description. But, of course, sentences do not normally occur in
isolation. They usually form part of a larger text (or discourse) which is
also organised in a particular way. The sentences of a text follow each other
in some 'logical’ order, and reflect a certain sequence of thoughts or events.
There are often elements in a sentence which mark its relationship with the
context. Texts are structured, and are more than just a random collection
of sentences. Consider, for example, the text 1.2.4, consisting of only four
sentences:

| Text 1.2.4 |
Soon after breakfast Mary Ann brought in The Times. Mr. Carey shared
it with two neighbours. He had it from ten till one, when the gardener
took it over to Mr. Ellis at the Limes, with whom it remained till seven.
Then it was taken to Miss Brooks at the Manor House, who, since she
got it late, had the advantage of keeping it.
Adapted from W. Somerset Maugham,
Of Human Bondage.

| — L E—— -

The internal structure of this text is shown by a number of factors. For
example:

(@) The order in which the four sentences occur is not accidental; it
reflects the order in which the events described in the text occur.

(b) The words it, he and she relate to constituents in previous sentences.
Check which elements these words are related to in the text above.

(c) Thereis a link between 'two neighbours' in the second sentence and
‘Mr. Ellis and 'Miss Brooks' in the two following sentences.

(d) The use of then at the beginning of the fourth sentence aso indicates
that there is a certain temporal sequence of events.

Like sentences, texts have an internal structure. However, the structural
organisation of texts is different from that of sentences. The rules con-
ditioning the organisation of texts are the rules of text grammar or dis-
course grammar, whereas the rules which determine the structure of
sentences make up sentence grammar or syntax. The rules of text grammar
often require an appeal to notions which are not syntactic (see points (a)-
(d) above).

In this book we shall only be concerned with the description of
sentences. The analysis of longer stretches of discourse will generally be left
out of consideration. Although we shal be offering numerous illustrative
texts, we shall usually only pay attention to the structure of the individual
sentences in the text. Occasionally, we shall go beyond the level of the sen-
tence, if this is necessary for the clarification of some point.

The emphasis of this book is on formal structural properties of sentences
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rather than on their pronunciation, their meaning or their use in communi-
cation: it is a book on English syntax, not on phonology, semantics, or
pragmatics.

Throughout this book the terms ‘grammar’ or 'syntax', 'grammatical’
and 'syntactic' will be used interchangeably. The term ‘grammar’ isalso some-
times used in a very general sense to include syntax, phonology, semantics,
etc.

1.2.5 EXERCISES

Draw at least four different tree diagrams, using the set of PS rules below:

»NP-VP

() 5

\
@ VP »V- e }
S
(3) NP. pDet-N’
Insert lexical items at the terminal nodes of the frees. We suggest that you choose from
the following:
(@) the, a, this, thatfor the category Det.
Ib) policeman, professor, girl, student for the category N;
© kissed, warned admiredfor the category V if followed by NP;

thought, knew, said for the category V if followed by (that)-S$;
yawned, snored, laughed for the category V if not followed by NP or S.

It Convert each tree diagram that you have drawn into a labelled bracketing
representation.

1.3 CONSTITUENCY TESTS

We have seen that texts consist of sentences and that each sentence/clause
may be broken down into the constituents NP and VP. The VP consists of
a V, which may be followed by one or more constituents.

The immediate constituents of the sentence/clause (NP-VF) and those
of the VP are considered to be the main constituents of syntactic analysis.
They may be involved in a number of processes which change the appear-
ance of a basic sentence pattern. These processes aways affect complete
constituents, and thus enable the student of language to discover what the
constituents of sentences are. To illustrate some of these processes, let us
consider the text in 1.3.1.
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1.3.1 VARIATIONS ON BASIC SENTENCE PATTERNS
Read text 1.3.1:

Text 1 3 1

Most of the silk we see in Britain comes from Silkworms, but wild silk
moths in COURLIES |ike India and Japan also produce it. They al spin |
cocoons and, although their slk is not as fine as silkworms, severa
species are cultivated.

The two most important wild silks are tasar and 04 Taser is pro- |
duced in a humid and dense belt of tropical forest ;, India. Once the ’
cocoons have been spun, the largest are used for future breeding. When ‘
the moths emerge, the females are tethered by thread tied round the
base of their wings to prevent them flying away. i

Muga slk is produced exclusively in Assam by the assamiensig Cater- r
! pillar. The silk varies in colour and texture, depending on the|r diet.

i Those fed on the young leaves of the majankori tree produce slk
| almost creamy white — Wwhile those fed on older [eaves prOdLSJCG sk of & a |

‘ solden colour.

Adépted from Observer (Colour supplement),
14 March 1982. |

S

In the sections beiow we shdl illustrate the most important sentence pro-

cesses which have applied or may apply to the sentences in this We
aII deal briefly with operations called clefting (1.3.2), pseudo-gleftmg

passivisation (]_ 3. 4) pronominalisation (1 3. 5) and frontlng
(1.3.6) For a more detailed account, see Chapter 4.

1.3.2 CLEFTING

(':I'lgg Sgrg sentence of text 1.3.1 contains two coordinate clauses. The first

1) Most of the silk we see in Britain comes from ;i worms.

The constituent from silkworms in (1) may be given more emphasis by
placing it at the beginning of the sentence and 'surrounding' it by the words it

was/was . . .that, as follows;

(2) It isfrom silkworms that most of the silk we see in gjtai, COMes.

(1) and (2) have a different outward appearance (or form), but their con-
tent (or meaning) is more or less the same. The only difference in meaning
between them is that in (2) the element from silkworms is ... empha-
tically contrasted with something eise in the context (14 s;umoths, in the
second coordinate clause): this contrast is more clearﬁy marked in (2) than

in (1).
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The operations of fronting a constituent like from silkworms and sur-
rounding it by it was'was... thatare part of a process known as clefting. If we
represent the string from silkworms by X, we could summarise the process

as follows:

CLAUSE—»It is X that CLAUSE
[with X] [without X)

So:

(@ Most of the silk we see in Britain comes from silkworms.
(b) It isfrom silkworms that most of the silk we see in Britain comes.

Consider aiso: Jane gave this book to Bill onSaturday. Again we show how
one can extract a constituent and put it in a more prominent position by
applying the process of clefting:

(@ X = on Saturday

It was on Saturday that Jane gave this book to Bill.
{h)y X =toBill

It was to Bill that Jane gave this book on Saturday.
fc) X — this book

It was this book that Jane gave to Bill on Saturday.

(d X =Jane
It was Janethat gave this book to Bill on Saturday.

Sentences resulting from the clefting process are caled cleft sentences.
It is not possible to produce a cleft sentence by putting just anything in

the position for X. For example:
(3) "It was Jane gave that this book to Bill on Saturday.

Clefting cannot affect the string Jane gave, because this is not a constituent
in the sentence. (An asterisk in front of a sentence means that the sentence
is ungrammatical in English. This convention will be used throughout the
book).

Clefting is a useful way of discovering which words in a sentence form
constituents and which do not: Jane is a constituent, but Jane gave, for

example, is not.
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1.3.3 PSEUDO-CLEFTING

A process closely related to clefting is that of pseudo-clefting This
involves the use of what to form sentences like: :

(4) What Jane did was give this book to Bill on Saturday.

(5) What Jane gave to Bill was this book.

(6) This book is what Jane gave to Bill on Saturday.

These three sentences can all be related to the sentence Jgne&ave this book

to Bill on Saturday. Pseudo-clefting affectswhole constituents, e.g. gave this
book to Bill on Saturday and this book.

1.3.4 PASSIVISATION

Most of our example sentences above express an activity performed by a
person, and affecting some other person, animal or thing which undergoes
the activity. The person who performs the activity is the A gep¢ and who-
ever or whatever undergoes it is called the Patient. Agent and Patient are
roles.

In the (a)-sentences in (7) and (8) we first mention the Agent, then the
Patient. In the (b)-sentences it is the other way round. The change T— (a)

to (b) is passivisation. The examples are taken from text 1.3.1.
(7a) Wild silk moths in countries like India and Japan also produce it.

(7b) }t is also produced by wild silk moths in countries like India and
apan.

(8a) People cultivate several species.

(3b) Several species are cultivated.

Like clefting, passivisation is a way of rearranging the information in a
sentence: if for some reason the Patient is to be made more prominent, we
may use a passive sentence. In passives the Agent role is no longer obli-

gatorily expressed (cf. (8b) above).

In active sentences, normally, the Agent precedes and the Patient
follows. In passive sentences the Patient precedes and the Agent, if any,

follows.

Passivisation 2SO affects complete constituents. Sentence (7b), for
example, shows that wild silk moths in countries like India and Japan and it

are both constituents.

1.3.5 PRONOMINALISATION

Consider the second sentence of text 1.3.1, which begins with they and

which also contains the word their. What do they and their relate to? To
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answer this question, we must look at the preceding sentence. The two
words they and their have the same reference as wild silk moths in coun-
tries like India and Japan: they and their are co-referential with the NP.
Since they can be substituted for an NP, they are called pronouns, or more
generally pro-forms. Substitution by pronouns is called pronominalisation.
Like clefting and passivisation, pronominalisation can affect constituents

only.

1.3.6 FRONTING

The fourth sentence of text 1.3.1 is as follows:

&) Tasar is produced in a humid and dense belt of tropical forest in
India.

This sentence contains the String in a humid and dense belt of tropicalforest
in India, which may be moved to the beginning of the sentence, as follows:

(10) In a humid and dense belt of tropical forest in India, tasar is
produced.

We call this process fronting (or preposing). Only certain sentence ele-
ments can be fronted, and these elements must be constituents.

1.3.7 BEXERCISES

I Consider the sentence: Two young Dutch journalists insulted the new Prime Minister of

Britain on television lost night.
Clefting and pseudo-clefting: produce cleft and pseudo-cleft sentences from this

example.
Passivisation: give the Patient element more prominence by making the sentence

passive.
Pronominalisation: replace the NPs in the sentence by pronouns, wherever you con.

Fronting: place as many constituents as possible in fronj position without clefting.

Try to construct passive sentences corresponding to the following active sentences
[passivisation is not always possible):

(n The government spends thousands of pounds on road safety every year.

(2) The doctor put my aunt on a strict diet.

(3! His uncle died from fatty degeneration of the heart.

(4] The girl with the red hair has won the prize.

(5) The man disappeared last week.

(6] John opened the cellar door.

(7) Anne stirred the mixture continuously.

(8} Someone has kitted the dragon.

(9} The squatters hove occupied two buildings.

(10] The lady standing in the corner has just bought that famous Rubens painting.

i Comment on the difference between the following two sentences, and explain why (a)
fits better in text 1.3.1 than (b):

When the moths emerge, the females are tethered by thread tied round the

{al
base of their wings to prevent them flying owoy.
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(b) When the moths emerge, it is the females that are tethered by thread round

the base of the females’ wings to prevent the females flying away.

vV Comment on the difference befween the following pairs of sentences:
(1a) Muga silk is produced exclusively in Assam by the assamiensis caterpillar.
(1b) Exclusively in Assam, the assamiensis caterpillar produces muga silk.
{2a) The silk varies in colour and texture, depending on their diet.
(2b) If is in colour and texture that the silk varies, depending on the caterpillars’
diet.
{3a) Those fed on (he young leaves of the majankori tree produce pole silk —

almost creamy white — while those fed on older leaves produce sik of a
golden colour.

(3b! Pole silk — almost creamy white — is produced by those fed on the young
leaves of the majankori tree, while silk of a golden colour is produced by
those fed on older leaves.

\Y Indicate which of the italicised strings in the sentences below can he replaced by a
pronoun. Observe how the form of the pronoun varies with its position in the sentence.

1 Joan is slimming.

(1}

(2) The poor thing must kave been pretty desperate.

{3) Her husband is a real aristocrat.

(4) The doctor called the young girl o fool.

{5} i shall speak to the headmistress.

(&) His wite is Greek.

{7} 1like that picture of your father.

(8) The boys killed the rats with a long stick.

(?} The new-born baby was adopted by an elderly couple.
(10) David was widely acclaimed for his avant-garde paintings.

V! The following passage is the (slightly adapted) first paragraph of an essay by the
American author James Baldwin. Point out factors and devices which serve to express
connections between the sentences in this text.

On the 29th of July, in 1943, my father died. Cn the same day, a few hours iater, his last
child was born. Over a month before this, white all our e¢nergies were concentrated in wait-
ing for these events, there had been, in Detroit, one of the bloodiest race riots of the cen-
tury. Two days before my father's funeral, while he lay in state in the undertaker's chapel, a
race riot broke ocut in Harlem. On the morning of the 3rd of August, we drove my father to
the graveyard through a wilderness of smashed plate glass.

James Baldwin, Nofes ofa Native Son.

2

CONSTITUENTS

2.1 INTRODUCTION

[et us return to one of our example sentences in Chapter 1:
(N The snake Kkilled the rat and (it) swallowed it.

We have argued that semfences have structure, and are not just strings of
words which occur in a random order. The words do not just follow each
uther like the beads on a string or the carriages of a train, all of which are
of the same size and structure, connected with each other in one straight
une and in exactly the same way. The words of a sentence are strictly
organised internally: there is an underlying pattern. For example, the goes
with snake rather than with killed and it is more closely associated with
swallowed thanwith and, killed ox snake. The structure of sentences can be
discovered by certain constituency tests.

Similarly, we have argued, it would be naive to think of fexts as being
simply made up of lexical items strung together one after the other. The
items in a text are somehow organised: texts also have a certain structure.
Texts contain one or more paragraphs, often set off by indentation. Para-
graphs in turn consist of sentences, which are usually set off by a capital
letter at the beginning and a full stop, an exclamation mark or a question
mark at the end. Thus, texts are hierarchically organised into paragraphs,
and paragraphs into sentences. There are minimal texts which contain only
one paragraph, which in turn consists of only one sentence. Consider, for
example, the following notices:

(23 Visitors must not feed the animals.
3) Shoplifters will be prosecuted.

Announcements such as these are one-paragraph, one-sentence texts. Most
texts, however, contain more than one paragraph, and each paragraph
more than one sentence.

In this and the following chapters we shall be almost exclusively con-
cerned with the constituent structure of English sentences, not that of texts.
As we have seen in Chapter 1. sentences can be analysed into clauses,
clauses into phrases, phrases into words, and words into morphemes. Sen-
tences are hierarchically organised into different constituents.

21
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2.1.1 EXERCISE

The following exercise illustrates once again what we mean by hierarchical organisation (or
structure}. In each string beiow the words have been scrambled. Try to construct one or more
sentences from these random strings;

(n Harvard-George-at-allegedly-cheated.

) Peter-dog-are-his—and-great-friends.

3] Arthur-Paul-squash racket-yesterday-lent-his,

(4) appointed-been-George-manager-has,

(51 joke~affair—-whole—-John-treated—as—stupid-the-c

(6) the—The—a-rose-boy-girl-boughi-red-young—pretty.

) not-him—her-5he-adventures-London-tell-about-in-did.
(8) ma kes—dust-All-you-that-thirsty.

(9] She-away-went-days-three-for.

(10) described—25-30-5he-old-as-between-and-gunman-years-being-the.
(1 He-her-his-new-books—day-records—and-a-for-lent.

(12) ill-little~boy-been—may~Her-hove—yesterday.

(13) should-carefui-children-been-have-The-more.

j14) boy-story-girl-The—interesting—French~English~fold-the-an.
(15) her-5She-long—days-these—wears-hair.

2.1.2 WORD ORDER

Strictly mathemétically, each of the strings in 2.1.1 should allow for a great
number of combinations. Consider, for example, the string:

(4) Harvard—George—at—allegedly—cheated.

If sentences were random combinations of words, we should at least be
able to form the following ‘sentences’:

(5) Harvard George at allegedly cheated.

(6) Harvard George at cheated allegedly.

@) Harvard George cheated at allegedly.

(8) Harvard George cheated alegedly at.

(9) Harvard allegedly George cheated at.

(10) Harvard allegedly George at cheated.
Etc.

Such a random procedure with five words should yield 120 different com-
binations. However, only some of these strings will be correct English sen-
tences. The sentences which the grammar of English does not allow are
said to be ungrammatical.

The following sentences are all grammatical, but they may be ordered on
a more-or-less descending scale of acceptability:

(11) George alegedly cheated at Harvard.
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(12 At Harvard George allegedly cheated.
(33 Allegedly George cheated at Harvard.
(14) ?Allegedly at Harvard George cheated.
(15) ?George at Harvard allegedly cheated.
(16) ?George at Harvard cheated allegedly.

Sentences (11)—(13) are all fairly normal, (11) being the most usual string.
The sentences (14)—(16) have a very unusual word order, and require a
special intonation to sound acceptable. We say that sentences (14)—(16)
are marked stylistically: they will only occur rarely and in exceptional cir-
cumstances, if at al. The other sentences are less marked, and (11) may be
said to be the unmarked version. In order to be able to say why (14), for
example, is less usud than {11), (12) or (13), it is necessary to be able to
compare them. These sentences do not differ with respect to the number or
kinds of words. What distinguishes them is the order of the words. Word
order in English is fixed to a large extent, and if a given word order is dis-
rupted the sentence may become less acceptable or even ungrammatical.

In order to specify the word order of English sentences, we might, of
course, devise a rule saying: ‘if you have the words Harvard, George, at,
cheated, and allegedly, then you can produce grammatical English sen-
tences by arranging the words as follows:

(17) George alegedly cheated at Harvard.
(18) At Harvard George alegedly cheated.
(19) Allegedly George cheated at Harvard.
Etc.’
Such a rule would yied a list of possible word orders, given these five

words. But such an approach would mean that we must formulate a separ-
ate rule for each of the following strings:

(200  Jane—supposedly-Yale—cheated—at.
(21) Bill-allegedly—UCL~cheated—at.
Etc.

If we proceeded in this way, we would end up with a grammar consisting of
an enormous set of different rules, each of which would work for only one
given sentence. This is obviously very uneconomical, and we must there-
fore look for more general rules of sentence formation. Syntax should pro-
vide a generalised account of sentence structure.
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2.1.3 CONSTITUENTS

We know now that some words in a sentence are linked more closely
together than others. They form grammatical units within the sentence, and
any variation in the order of words must respect the fact that there are such
units. These grammatical units (sentence, clause, phrase, word and mor-
pheme) are the constituents of a sentence. We have also briefly noted in
Chapter 1 that there are various processes which help us to identify such
constituents. In sentences (11)-(16) above, for example, at and Harvard
can be seen to be tightly connected: they form a constituent. They are in
fact only rarely separated, and the resulting sentence is then not very good.

(22) ?Harvard George allegedly cheated at.

Here follows a list of some of the tests which can be used to identify strings
like at Harvard as constituents:

(a) The string at Harvard canbe replaced by one word (there):

| at Harvard
George allegedly cheated ’ ?herearvar %

(b) One can ask a question of the following form:
Where did George allegedly cheat?

and the answer will be ar Harvard. Where corresponds to (or
'questions') at Harvard.

(c) At and Harvard can be moved around together, as the sentences
(11)—(16) illustrate.

(d) At Harvard can be the focus element X in a cleft sentence:

It was at Harvard that George allegedly cheated.

These tests are used to determine the constituent-hcod of ar Harvard.
Their applicability may be summed up as follows:

At+ Harvard

(a) Substitution by one word . yes
(b) Questioned by one word I yes
(c) Move together 1 yes
(d) Can be the focus element X in a cleft sentence . yes

It is the purpose of this chapter to break down sentences into their com-
ponents: their constituent structure will be analysed. We shall be looking at
the constituents in hierarchical order, starting with the largest unit of our
analysis, the sentence, going down to the level of the clause, the next unit
down on the scale, and then down to the phrase and to the word. The
structure of words will only be discussed where relevant.
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Throughout this book the constituent structure of sentences. clauses,
phrases, etc. will be indicated by means of labelled bracketing (see 1.2.2) or
by means of tree diagrams (see 1.2.3).

2.2 SENTENCES

2.2.1 SIMPLE DECLARATIVE AND INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES

Consider the piece of conversation in text 2.2.1:

Text 2.2.1 !
Coroner: The collision occurred at the junction of High Street and|
Church Road. How far away were you? |
]
|

Witness: I was 54 yards, 2 feet, 6 inches away from that spot.
Coroner: You are very precise. Did you measure the distance?
Witness: Yes, I measured it carefully.
Coroner: Why did you measure it?
Witness: T knew that some idiot would ask me.
Adapted from Christian Brann, Pass the Port.

l
=23 = e e ]

T'liis conversation clearly involves an exchange of information: the coroner
dsks questions, and the witness tries to answer them. Sentences can gener-
ally be used to give information, and they can be used to ask for informa-
tion. Identify the questions in the above text.

Questions like Did you measure the distance? ask for the answer Yes or
No. They are said to be Yes-No questions. If you ask a Yes-No question,
you want to know whether something did or did not happen. However, if
you know that something happened, you might want to hear about the cir-
cumstances of the event (e.g. the time, place, reason of the event), or you
might want to know more about the participants (the people involved).
When the coroner in the text above asks Why did you measure it?, he
knows that the witness measured the distance, because the witness has just
said so. But the coroner does not know the reason for this (why); conse-
quently he asks the witness to supply the missing information. Questions
which ask for a particular piece of information, rather than for simply Yes
or No, are called wh-questions. We call them wh-questions because they
sre often introduced by a word (or phrase) beginning with w/-. For
example:

(1 Where did John hide the money?
(2) What did she say?

(3) When did he come back?

(4) Which gir! did Bill like best?



26 Constituents

(5 Who(m)did you meet there?

However, the wh-word does not always open the question. It may also
appear inside the first constituent of the sentence:

(6) For what reason did you leave early?
(7) In what way did John offend her?
(8) At what distance were you from that spot?

These are also wh-questions. In what way can be replaced by how, and at
what distance by how far. How and constituents containing how are also
regarded as wh-elements. For example:

) How did you get to know him?

(10) How far away were you from that spot?
(11)  How old areyou?

(12) How much money do you earn?

Sentences used to ask questions are interrogative sentences; sentences used
to supply information are declarative sentences.

2.2.2 COMPOUND AND COMPLEX SENTENCES
Compare texts 2.2.2.A and 2.2.2.B:

Text 22.24
| Mary Ann's stories of the sea touched Philip's imagination. One evening
[ he asked whether he might go home with her. His aunt feared that he |
[ might catch something. His uncle said that evil communications |
corrupted good manners. |
Adapted from W. Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage. |

Text2.2.2.B
Mary Ann's stories ofthe sea touched Philip's imagination. One evening he
asked whether he might go home with her; but his aunt feared that he
might catch something, and his uncle said that evil communications
corrupted good manners.

Adapted from W. Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage.

Of the two texts, the B-version approximates the original passage in
Somerset Maugham's novel more closely.

How many sentences are there in the A-text? How many do you find in
the B-text? Note that the second, third, and fourth sentences of A have
been joined together in B to form one long sentence.
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The boundaries of the sentences in A are still visible in B: the place
where the linking has taken place is indicated by means of special punctu-
ation (a comma or a semi-colon) and by means of coordinators such as
and, but and or. A clause which is coordinated with another clause in this
way is called a comjoin. Thus, the second sentence of B consists of three
conjoins which have been joined to form one sentence. The three conjoins
are:

(13a)  One evening he asked whether he might go home with her.
(13b) (but) his aunt feared that he might catch something.

(13c¢) (and) his uncle said that evil communications corrupted good
manners.

A sentence which consists of a string of coordinated clauses (conjoins) is
called a compound sentence. Here are some further examples of com-
pound sentences:

(14)  George cheated at Harvard and Jane cheated at Yale.
(13) Sue went to London and stayed there for a week.
(16) John studied very hard last year but he failed his test.

(17) Paul will go to the cinema tonight, or he will stay at home to read a
book.

In examples (14)—(17) simple sentences have been coordinated to form
compound sentences.

A third category is that of complex sentences. To define these, let us
consider the sentences:

(18) I know that the snake killed the rat.
(19) The snake which killed the rat belongs to our neighbours.

In (18) the string that the snake killed the rat is a clause, but it is not €O-
ordinated with another clause. Rather, it forms part of another clause; it is
embedded in another clause. The other clause (the main clause) is: [ know
that the snake killed the rat. The embedded clause is a constituent of the VP
of the main clause (see 2.4.3). In (19) the string which killed the rat is also
a clause. This clause forms part of: The snake which killed the rat. which is
an NP (see 2.4.2). The clause is embedded in the NP; the embedded clause
is a constituent of the phrase in which it occurs. Sentences which contain
embedded clauses of this kind are said to be complex. We shall return to
the syntactic differences between compound and complex sentences below.

There are also mixed types of sentences, which involve both co-
ordination and subordination: there may be subordinate clauses within
conjoins and subordinate clauses may also be coordinated. An example of
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the former is sentence (13) above (repeated here as (20)}:

(20) One evening he asked whether he might go home with her; but his
aunt feared that he might catch something, and his uncle said that
evil communications corrupted good manners.

The following are examples of coordination of subordinate clauses:
21) I know that the snake killed the rat and (that it) swallowed it.

(22) The snake which killed the rat and (which) swallowed it belongs to
our neighbours.

These mixed types of sentences are called compound-complex sentences.
There &€ important differences between coordinate and subordinate
clauses. For example:

(a) Coogrdinate clauses are introduced by coordinators (and, but, or, for,
; C')"“and subordinate clauses by subordinators (when, before,
because, if since, although, that, etc.). Compare:

(23a) The snake killed the rat gngit swallowed it.
(23b) The snake killed the rat, before it swallowed it.

(b) The coordinator always appears in a position between two g
ordinated clauses, whereas the subordinator is part of the subordinate
clause. As a result, it is impossible to place the second conjoin
together with the coordinator in front of the first conjoin. Compare:

(24a) The snake killed the rat and it swallowed it.
(24b)  TAnd it swallowed it, the snake killed the rat.

On the other hand, subordinate clauses and the subordinators which intro-
duce them can be fronted together:

(25a) The snake killed the rat, before it swallowed it.

(25b)  Before it swallowed it, the snake killed the rat.

The subordinator and the clause form one constituent; the coordinator and
the second conjoin are two separate constituents, which cannot be moved
together. This difference between coordination and subordination of

clauses may be represented as follows:

coordination: ES, _[S] coord [53”

subordination: [s, [sesubord J1]

(¢) Coordination with and, pyt and or allows deletion of the subject of
the second conjoin, if it is co-referential to the subject of the first
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conjoin. Deletion of the subject is generally impossible in subordinate
clauses. Compare:

(26a) The snake killed the rat andjf swallowed it.
(26b)  *The snake killed the rat, before # swallowed it.

2.2.3 EXERCISE

indicate whether the sentences below are simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex,
and explain why:

While | attach a very high value to the parental emotion, i do not draw the
inference, which is too commonly drawn, that mothers should do as much as possible
themselves for their children.

ill

12) There is a convention on this subject which was all very well in the days when
nothing was known cbout the care of children except the unscientific gdds and ends

that cld women handed on to younger ones.
(3) A mother is not expected fo teach her son crithmetic, however much she may love

him; so far as the acquisition of book-learning is concerned, it is recognised that
children can acquire it better from those who have it than from a mother who does

not have it.

{4) Undoubtedly certain things are be4ler done by the mother, but as the child gets
older, there will be an increasing number of things better done by someone else.

{3} A woman who has acquired any kind of professional skill ought, both for her own
sake and for ihat of the community, to be free to continue to exercise this skill in

spite of motherhood,

{6) A child over nine months old ought not to form an insuperable barrier to its mother's
professional activities.

7 The mother is, in a great many coses, exceptionally selfish towards her children, for,
impaortant as parenthood is as an eiement in life, it is not satisfying if it is treated as
the whole or life, and the unsatisfied parent is likely to be en emotionally grasping

parent.

2.3 CLAUSES

We use the term 'clause’ to refer to sentences which are constituents of
other sentences or of phrases. A constituent sentence (or clause) may be
coordinated with one or more other constituent sentences to form a com-
pound sentence, or it may be embedded in another sentence or in a phrase
to form a complex sentence (see text 2.2.2.B). In simple sentences the
boundaries of sentence and clause coincide: a simple sentence is a one-
clause sentence, whereas compound and complex sentences always contain
at least two clauses.

Let us return to the compound sentence in text 2.2.2.B. In order to show
its structure, we shall now bracket each of the conjoins and label them by
means of S (for sentence/clause) in the left-hand corner, as follows:
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(la) [SOneeveninghe asked whether he might go home with her;J
but
(ib) I_-shllS aunt feared that he might catch SOmethingj
and
(1c) [shiS uncle said that evil communications corrupted good manners.}

Let us start by looking at the structure of (1b) as a separate, independent
sentence. If we passivise this sentence, we get:

2) That he might catch something was feared by his aunt.
Passivisation is a process which operates on sentences: it rearranges the
sentence constituents. Since, in our example, passivisation affects the string
that he might catch something, we conclude that this string is a sentence
constituent. Our conclusion is confirmed by pseudo-clefting and by pro-
nominalisation (use of it, that, what, etc.):

3) What his aunt feared was that he might catch something.
4) His aunt feared ; ¢ g
that

(5) What did his aunt fear?
Bracketing of this constituent provisionally gives us the following result:

(6) I_sHlS aunt feared ILthat he might catch Somethingj J|

It is clear that the string he might catch something is also an S, but what
about the element that? Sentence (6) is to be bracketed as follows:

(7) lsiHiS aunt feared [Xthat _L_,he might catch something] ]]

S is a sentence inside sentence S,: it is a constituent of sentence S,. How-
ever, passivisation, pseudo-clefting and pronominalisation (see (2)-(5)
above) affect the constituent labelled X in (7), not just S..

The role of that in (7) is that of linking S, (the embedded sentence) to
the sentence inside which it occurs: that is the subordinator. The constitu-
ent X, comprising the subordinator and S,, is often labelled § (S-bar) ©Of S'
(S-prime). It is a unit containing the subordinator and the subordinate

clause (cf. 2.2.2).
8)  S— that-S

The element that occupies the so-called complementiser slot (COMP slot)
in front of the sentence S.. Our bracketing olfj(lb) may now be adapted as

follows:

9) [S,His aunt feared [gthat [the might catch somethingj j ]
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[et us now try to analyse the third conjoin in (1c) above, repeated here as
(10):
(10) His uncle said that evii communications corrupted good manners.

Following the procedure we have used above, we find that (10) has essen-
tially the same structure as (1b). Moreover, in both sentences that can be

omitted (or deleted):
(11a) His aunt feared———he might catch something.

evil communications corrupted good manners.

(11b) His uncle said

tHowever, in the passive variants of these sentences that is not deletable (cf.
also (2)):

(12a) * he might catch something was feared by his aunt.
(12by ™ evil communications corrupted good manners was said by
his uncle.

Now let us finally also consider the structure of the first conjoin in (la)
above, repeated here as (13):

(13) One evening he asked whether he might go home with her.

if vou apply some of the tests described above, you will find that whether

he might go home with her is a constituent. For example, pseudo-clefting

yields:

(14) What he asked one evening was whether he might go home with
her.

We can ask a question like (15):
(15) What did he ask one evening?

The answer to this would be: whether he might go home with -he_zr. The
string whether + he might go home with her is an embedded Yes-No
question. When - Yes—Noquestions are embedded, the subordinator is '
whether or if-not that. Sentence (13) above may thus be bracketed as

- whether

(16) 151One evening he asked lf if i [Szhe might go home
(*that

with her] ||

This bracketing means, among other things, that the COMP slot can be
filled by whether, as in (13), and also by if,but not by that. Together with
the embedded sentence S. whether or if form the constituent S (S-bar).
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Notice that whether and if cannot be deleted, unlike that in (11a) and
(11b).

Remember that in addition to Yes-Nauestions English adso has wh-
questions:

(17) Why did you measure the distance?
(18) What did you see there?

Such wh-questionsmay also be embedded in other sentences, but we need
no special subordinator to do that. The wh-word itself serves as a Sinking
device. For example:

(19) [szThE coroner asked [-S—Why j_s,the witness had measured

thedi stance]_j ]

(20) !3,The policeman asked me l-i“‘"hm I_S,I had seen there | T]
- 5 =N 4
We shall explain later how the wh-elements come to occupy the COMP

dot in front of S, (Chapter 4).

Now also compare (21) and (22) below; (22) is more acceptable in
American English than in Standard British English. Is there any difference
in meaning between them? And what about their form?

(22) The new law requires that seat-belts should be worn by al
passengers.

(22) The new law requires for seat-belts to be worn by al passengers.

(21) and (22) have the same meaning, and also basically the same struc-
ture. To see this, we may passivise them:

(23) That seat-belts should be worn by dl passengers is required by the
new taw.

(24) For seat-belts to be worn by all passengers is required by the new
law.

We may apply pseudo-clefting to both:

(25) What the new law requires is that seat-belts should be worn by all
passengers.

(26) What the new law requires is for seat-belts to be worn by al
passengers.

What conclusion can we draw with respect to the constituents of these sen-
tences? It seems that (21) requires the following (partial) bracketing:

(27) leThe new law requires [rthaf Il__sjseat-beItsShomd be

wornby ... ]1]] “
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The string for seat belts to be worn by all passengers in (22), as we have
seen, structurally resembles the 'S that seat-belts should be worn by all
nassengers. We shal assume, by analogy with (27), that for also occupies
the COMP dot, and that seat-belts to be worn by all passengers is an
mbedded sentence/clause. The analysis, then, of (22) is as follows:

(28) fS;l'he new law requires lrgfor | ;s:eat-belts to beworn by - - -J-J_:}
Elements which occupy the COMP dot (that, whether, if, for, etc.) are
often referred to as complementisers.

There are, of course, differences between the embedded Ss in (21) and
(22). We sndl only point out a few here, and return to them later (Chapter
5).

Firg of al, note that (21) alows a great deal of variation in front of be
worn. We could replace should by must or shall, and should be worn by are
worn. In fact, should, must or shall may also be absent. The various possi-
bilities are expressed by (29):

must ) be P worn -+
shall

are \

shouid
(29)  The new law requires that seat-belts (

In (22), however, no such variation is allowed: in front of be worn we only
find to, and to is obligatory. The sequence to be worn is caled a fo-
infinitive of the verb wear.

If we replace seat-belts by a pronoun, we find another contrast.
(30) The new law requires that they should be worn ...

(31)  The new law requires for them to be worn ...
in (30) we need they, in (31) them.

The embedded sentence in (21) is finite, since the verb phrase is finite
(cf. 2.4.3.3); the embedded sentence in (22) is non-finite, since its verb
phrase is non-finite.

Non-finite clauses may also contain a bare infinitive (which is an infini-
tive without to), or they may contain an -ing participle or an —ed partici-
ple. Consider, for example:

(32) Wesaw Mary leave.

(33 We saw Mary leaving.

(34 | do not mind Mary's leaving.
(35 We found all the seats occupied

The italicised string in (32) is a non-finite bare infinitive clause, that in (33)
is ‘a non-finite -ing participle clause, and that in (35) is a non-finite -ed
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participle clause. Mary's leaving in (34) is sometimes called a gerund
clause.

Apart from finite and non-finite clauses of various types. English also
has verbiess clauses. Verbless clauses are clauses in which the verb (usually
a form of 70 be) and sometimes other elements have been deleted. Con-
sider, for example:

(36) John believes the prisoner innocent.

In this sentence the italicised sequence is a verbless clause, which we assume
is a reduced version of the to-infinitive clause in (37):

(37) John believes the prisoner to be innocent.

The following sentences contain further examples of verbless clauses
(italicised):

(38) He considered the girl a good student.
(39) Whenever in trouble, Bill rang his girl-friend.
(40) He married her when a student at Harvard.

See also sections 3.4.11.2 and 3.4.11.3.
Non-finite clauses and verbiess clauses are always embedded/

subordinate.

2.3.1 EXERCISES

B_'f“l‘e' all embedded sentences in the following examples. Indicate the boundaries of § |
5 and S, by labelled bracketing,

(h John believes that Sue is a spy.
(2) I ' wonder whether he still remembers that day in April.
(3) That John should have done such o thing is rather worrying.
{4) It is likely that he will propose to her soon.
(31 it would be nice if you could join us for o meal.
(&) I doubt whether he will ever finish the book.
(7) I 'do not know when the shops dose in this town.
(8) I hope they wilt all come to see me when | am in hospital.
(%) John thinks that George and Mary would mcke a nice pair.
{10} He asked me why | had written thai letter.
] Identity the non-finite clauses in the sentences below. Try 1o rewrite them as finite
clouses:
(1) John believes Bill to be a competent leader.
12} I 'am impatient for him to come home.
(3) It was arranged for the children to be adopted.
(4) We are all hoping for Bill to win.

U Identify the verbless clauses in the sentences below. Try to rewrite them as finite or g5
non-finite clauses;

) If available, the books will be sent to you within two weeks,
)

1
(2 He drove home after the party, dead drunk.
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{3} A taurde force by any reckoning, Quirk's grammar carries on the great work
of Jespersen but with more economy and greater precision.

See glso Chapter 5.

2.4 PHRASES

2.4,1 INTRODUCTION

Read the following text and decide what types of sentences it contains
(simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex):

Text 2.4.1

The tramp read the diary. He laughed. He turned a page, he read it and

he laughed again. He leaned towards the German girl and said a few
| words to her. |

The Egyptian was clowning; the noise in the room continued. Soon
the young German girl was offering chocolate for the second time. Her
voice was very soft.

The tramp was unfolding his magazine slowly. He stopped suddenly,
he looked at the chocolate. But she had given him no chocolate. He
unfolded his magazine. Then he destroyed it,

V.S. Naipaui, In a Free State.

Try to isolate as many phrases as you can in each sentence above. You will
see that these constituents fall into various grammatical categories (or con-
stituent types). It is the purpose of this section to look more closely at the
different categories of phrases.

2.4.2 NOUN PHRASES

if we go through the text in search of phrasal constituents, we find one very
common type, which is represented by constituents such as the tramp, the
diary, he, a page, it, the German girl, a few words, her, the Egyptian, the
noise, the young German girl, chocolate, etc.

It is often possible to replace one item by another. Consider, for
example, the foilowing substitution frames:

(1a) (The tramp the diary }
(1b) ¢ The young German girl read his magazine >
(1c) ( The Egyptian ! | @ Dpage )
(2a) 5 The girl {chocolate }
(2b) The very young girl offered < no chocolate c
(2¢) ( The girl from Berlin [ hot chocolate
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Constituents which can appear in the same environments (or contexts) are
said to have the same distribution.

If we look at the examples of constituents listed above, we see that the
type of constituent we are here dealing with has as its most important ele-
ment a word of the class of nouns (N): framp, diary, page, chocolate, . ..
This N may be preceded by such words as the, a, no, etc. and also by words
such as German, young, ... It is, however, quite clear that these additional
items are less important than the N. In our text above we found, for
example, the constituents no chocolate and the chocolate, but we also
found just chocolate.

If a constituent has as its central (non-omissible) element an N, then
such a constituent will be labelled NP. The noun is the Head of the NP:

(3) . the chocolate:lr

[‘ Head

2.4.2.1 Elements before the Head

In text 2.4.1 many NPs begin with words such as the ora. It is obvious that
these words are not the central elements of the NPs. In fact, if you were to
jot down a quick sketch of the story told in this fragment, you would prob-
ably do so without using the or a. For example: Tramp read diary ...He
turned page, etc. And most of the information in the text would be pre-
served. Conversely, leaving out the Head Ns leads to no text at g||: *The
read the .. turned a ..., etc.

Words such as a and the are useful devices for making more precise
what the NP means; they help to specify what person or thing is indicated
by (or referred to by) the NP. The person or thing referred to by an NP is
its referent.

Compare, for example, (4a) and (4b) below:
(4a) The tramp read the diary.
(4b) A tramp read a diary.

In (4a) the tramp suggests that we already know who, or what tramp, is
involved. The referent of framp must already have been introduced in the
text before. In (4b), on the other hand, the referent of framp is introduced
for the first time. The same applies to diary. Since the definite and the
indefinite article (the and a) both serve to specify the reference of the NP,
they are said to be Specifiers of the NP.

In text 2-4.1 there are numerous other instances of NPs with articles
functioning as Specifiers. Identify them:

Apart from articles we also find elements like Ais and her in front of the
Head N. e.g.. his magazine, her voice. His and her again help to establish
the referent: they identify the magazine or voice by indicating the possessor:
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his and her (possessive pronouns) stand for the tramp'’s and for the young
German girl’s respectively. The forms with —’s are genitives. Possessive
rronouns and genitives thus also function as Specifiers narrowing down the
reference of the NPs in which they occur. Other possessive pronouns are:
my, your, its, our, their, e.g.. The baby hates its pram; I like ray new dress,
L.[‘-;, The demonstrative pronouns this, that, these and those, and items like
some, any, what, which, whose, each, every, all, half, both, much, many,
and the numerals {one, two, ...) may also have a specifier
function.

Consider the following examples and identify the NPs (by bracketing)
and their Heads (by underlining):

{5) Which reporter will interview all the players?

{ 6) Two boys found these diamonds.

) Both the girls enjoy classical music.

{3) Half the audience started giggling when the three girls began to
sing.

If numerals occur in the structure of an NP, they typically follow words like
the, my, our, these, but precede the Head noun. For example: the three
girls. Half, both, all and double typically precede the, my, our, these, etc.
For example: halfthe bottle, both the girls, all my friends. Items like those
mentioned which precede the NP Head, belong to the grammatical cate-
gory of determiner. Depending on their position relative to each other,
determiners may be predeterminers (half, both, all, double), central deter-
miners (the, a, this, that, my, his, etc.) or postdeterminers (numerals, etc.).
In general, we shall use the collective label 'determiner’ to refer to all the
items just mentioned. Determiners function as Specifiers in the NP. The
Head of an NP may also be preceded by adjective phrases (cf. 2.4.5),
which modify the Head N, as in: young boys, expensive diamonds, classical
music and the three gorgeous girls. Since young, expensive, etc. normally
precede the Head, they are said to premodify it. Premodifiers follow deter-
miners.

An important difference between Specifiers and Premodifiers is that
they are realised by totally different categories of words: the function of
Specifier is realised by the fairly limited collection of items which we call
determiners, whereas the function of Premodifier is usually realised by
adjective phrases or other open class elements (see the final paragraph of
2.4.2.2).

j
2.4.2.2 Pronouns
Return to text 2.4.1 once more. It seems that in this text the NPs the tramp,
his magazine, the German girl are key-phrases. The author repeats them
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quite often. However, he does not always actually use the NP the tramp
when he wants to refer to that particular person. Sometimes he uses the
substitute form #he:

) The tramp read the diary. He laughed. He turned a page.

He is a word used instead of an NP, it is a pro-form. Since it replaces an
NP, it is also called a pronoun. Can you find other such pronouns in our
text?

Words like he, she, it and they (personal pronouns) are used whenever
repetition of the full NP is unnecessary. Constituents which can be replaced
by personal pronouns must be NPs. Personal pronouns differ from each
other in terms of their relationship to the speaker: / refers to the speaker
(or writer); you refers to the person or persons spoken to (= the
addressee(s)); we refers to the speaker and some other person or persons;
and he, she, it, they refer to the person(s) or thing(s) spoken about. This
contrast is usually referred to as one of person: /and we are first person,
you is second person, and he, she, it, they are third person.

Moreover, / indicates one person only, while we indicates more than
one. He refers to one person, but they to more more than one. This con-
trast between 'one' and 'more than one' is a contrast of number; the oppo-
sition is one between singular and plural. (See also 2.5.2.) You may be
either singular or plural. For example:

(10) You, John, must stand over there.
(11)  You will all hear from me soon.

The contrast between he, she and it is one of gender. He is said to have
masculine gender, she feminine gender and if neuter gender.

Another contrast found with personal pronouns, in addition to those of (a)
number, (b) person and (c) gender, is that between the forms /e and him,
and between the forms she and her, etc. This is a contrast of case. Take the
following pair of sentences:

(12) Philip liked Mary Anne.
(13) Mary Ann was liked by Philip.

Replace the NPs Philip and Mary Ann by suitable pronouns. You will see
that in (12) you have to choose he to replace Philip, in (13) you have to
choose him; in (12) Mary Ann has to be replaced by her and in (13) by
she. The choice of the form is not random. The result of bracketing the
constituents in (12) and in (13) is as follows:

(14) [s [wePhilip] [vpliked [y,Mary Ann] 1]
(15)  [s[xeMary Ann] [ypwas liked by Philip] | |

Constituents 39

We use he and she for the NP which precedes the VP; it is this NP which,
iogether with the VP, makes up the whole sentence. In a tree diagram
representation the NP would be immediately dominated by S. Since this
NP is the Subject, he and she are called the Subject forms of the pronouns.
We chose her and him to replace NPs which occur inside a VP: such forms
are called Object forms. We shall look more closely at Subjects and Objects
in Chapter 3.

We have seen that personal pronouns replace complete constituents, in
the same way that clefting, passivisation, etc. affect whole constituents.
Pronouns are useful devices for avoiding repetition of the whole NP. Con-
sider, for example:

( [f)) John met Mary at the entrance of the station. He bought her an ice-cream.
e = A

As the arrows indicate, John and he are linked, and so are Mary and her.
John and he are co-referential, and so are Mary and her. Consider now:

(17 John was unable to control Aim.
(18) Mary killed her.

In (17) John and him are not co-referential, him must be taken to refer to
someone else, as in:

f 9) Bd! was very drunk. John was ugabl__e_to _co_r_l_tro_l hmf_

In (18) Mary and her are not related; her refers to another female. For.
example:

(20) Susan was threatenmg to kill the children with a carving-knife.

In the panic which. followed Mary killed her J

— AL . h‘—--—‘—

Him in (19) and her in (20) are co-referential to an element outside the
sentence: they are bound outside the sentence. Because they are not linked
to something inside the sentence we can say they are free inside the sen-
tence. Him and her cannot be used in (19) and (20) to express a referential
link inside the sentence. In order to say that John lacked self-control, for
example, i.e. that 'John cannot control John', we use a special pronoun
with -self(a reflexive pronoun):

(21) John was unable to control himself.

If we want to convey that Mary committed suicide, we cannot use her (as in
(20)), but we must use herself: Mary killed herself.

Himselfand herselfare pronouns which must be bound inside their sen-
tences. Other reflexive pronouns are: myself, yourself, himself, itself, Our-
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selves, yourselves and themselves, We return to the notion of ‘binding’ in
Chapters 4 and 5.

Apart from the possessive pronouns my, your, our, etc., which belong to
the category of determiners (2.4.2.1), English also has the possessive pro-
nouns mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, yours and theirs. These can be used
to replace a complete NP and can thus occur on their own. For example:

(22) This is your bicycle. Mine is over there.

(23) They all admired her new dress. Nobody liked yours 5 mine,

(24) These presents are theirs, not ours.

There is also the category of demonstrative pronouns: this, that, these and
those. This and that are singular, these and those plural. We have seen
(2'4"2'1) that, like possessives and articles, they may occur as determiners,
functioning as Specifiers of the NP in which they occur. Hgyever, the four
demonstrative pronouns may also occur independently as NPs. For

example:

(25) This is my mother and that is my father.
(26) Those were the days.

Can you think of any personal, reflexive, possessive or demonstrative pro-
nouns apart from the ones that we have mentioned? The correct answer to
this question must be negative, for pronouns are said to form closed sets,
since it is possible and fairly easy to make an exhaustive list of all the pro-
nouns in English. Adjectives, nouns, verbs and adverbs, on the other hand,
constitute ®P€M classes (cf. 2.4.2.1). In these cases it is impossible to list ail
the items belonging to a class, since such a class can be indefinitely
extended by adding newly formed adjectives, nouns, verbs or adverbs.

2.4.2.3 One-word Phrases

Return once more to text 2.4.1. Notice, for example, thai the NP the
chocolate alternates with the noun chocolate. Does the latter also count as
an NP? To answer this question, we must apply a few constituency tests:
clefting jdentifies the bare N chocolate as a constituent:

(27) The young German girl was offering chocolate.

(28) It was chocolate that the young German girl was offering.

Similarly, passivisation is possible: it shifts chocolate to sentence-initial
position:

(29) Chocolate was being offered by the young German girl.
Fronting produces:

(30) Chocolate the young German girl was offering (not tea).
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Moreover, one can easily expand the constituent:

the chocolate
(31) The young German girl was offering | hot chocolate
very hot chocolate with
sugar

Chocolate and the chocolate, etc. act in precisely the same way with respect
to clefting, passivisation and fronting. Hence, it would be very uneco-
nomical to treat them as different grammatical categories. They have the
same distribution and they undergo the same processes. Consequently, we

shall say that they are both NPs.

2.4.2.4 Elements after the Head

In text 2.4.1 all NPs happen to end with the Head N. This is by no means
always the case. Bracket the NPs in the following sentences and underline

the Head Nis:
{32)  The diary which the tramp was reading was amusing.

i

(33) The idea that he might like some chocolate did not occur to the
German girl.

(34) The question whether the tramp had any money did not arise.

Eracketing of the NP in (32) gives us:

{35) |L wp The diary hwhich the tramp was readingJ L

The Head N diary is followed by the string which the tramp was reading.
We have seen (1.2.3) that such a string is an embedded sentence. This
sentence/clause is fully integrated within the NP. The clause (labelled §)
follows the Head noun in an NP, and has the function of Postmodifier. ’

Which in the above examples is a relative pronoun; relative pronouns
introduce relative clauses (see 4.2.6). The other clauses above (with that
and whether) are not relative clauses, but appositive clauses, which give an
indication of the 'content' of the idea or the question. They are also said to
function as Postmodifiers. There are, however, important differences
between relative clauses and appositive clauses, to which we shall return

later (4.2.7).
Consider also the italicised NP in (36):

(36) Two boys with red hair entered the room.

The SUing with red hair is a prepositional phrase (PP), which postmodifies
the Head of the NP (cf. 2.4.4). See also Chapters 3 and 7.

2.4.2.5 Summing up the NP

We have seen that noun phrases in English usually have the structure in
(37):
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(37)
Category | Predet | Centr.Det | Postdet |AdjP/...| N [S/PP/ ...
Half, Art | Num :
. . | both, all | Poss pron |
double Dem pron |
Function | Specifier' Premod| Head Postmod
] the tramp
| half a page
his ' magazine
both these loveiy children
two boys with red hair
that German | girl |
Lall | the ten French | soldiers |who survived
: 5 | the crash
they
; five Dutch | students |of English
no milk | in bottles
John |
he
the tramp's | magazine
the I‘ news that he wag_ﬂ

Together with the central determiner (which may be zero), the Head
(tramp, page, magazine, etc.) constitutes the kernel of the NP. In the
course of this chapter we shall comment in more detail on ail the categories
which occur inside the NP.

2.4.2.6 Exercise
Indicote the structure of the following NPs:

(1 two nice English girls without jobs

(2) the girls in the corner

(3) the best Dutch classical music of the seventeenth century
(4) my two greatest friends in this university

(5] the question whether he enjoyed the play

2.4.3 VERB PHRASES

2.4.3.1 Introduction

Consider the following sentence from our text 2.4.1 again:

(38) The tramp read the diary.
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Passivisation, fronting and cSefting help to establish the following (partial)
bracketing: )

39 [5 lNPThetrampJ read ‘[Npthe diary] |

The tramp and the diary are NPs. But what about read? The word read
helongs to the class of verbs (walk, talk, sleep, help, etc.). We shall look at
the properties of verbs in 2.5.3. Is read a constituent? Again we need some
tests to answer this question. Clefting and fronting yield ungrammatical
sentences:

(40) *It is read that the tramp the diary.

(41) * Read the tramp the diary.

In fact, pseudo—clefting shows that read and the diary constitute one unit:
42) What the tramp did was read the diary.

Voreover, we can replace the string read the diary by a special pro-form
with do. For example:

(43) The tramp read the diary, aud the Egyptian did (so) too.

f44)  The tramp read the diary. Did he?

Ve shall call the string read the diary the verb phrase (VP). The verb (V)
sead 1S the Head of the VP. In our example, the Head (read) is followed by
an NP. The structure of the VP may thus be represented as follows:

(45)  The tramp | pread [y the diary]]

Here the diary is an NP within a VP. In a sense, the NP completes the VP
and is therefore called a Complement of the verb read.

2.4.3.2 Verb Complements
Consider the following sentences:
(46) The tramp laughed.
47) The story was interesting.
(48) The tramp read the diary.
49) He told the giri an interesting story.
(50) He called her a clever girl.
(31) The tramp leaned towards the German girl.
(52) The tramp put the chocolate on the table.

Identify the VPs in these sentences by bracketing.
We find that laugh in (46) takes no Complement: the VP consists of the
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verb only. In (47) the verb requires inferesting (an adjective phrase) as its
Complement. In (48) the verb takes as its Complement the NP the diary. In
(49) the verb is followed by two Complements, the NPs the girl and an
interesting story. In (50) the verb call takes as its Complements the NP &er
and the NP a clever girl. In (51) the verb requires a PP (fowards the
German girl). And in (52) the verb putis seen to take as its Complements
the NP thechocolateand the PP onthetable.

Verb Complements are elements which obligatorily follow the verb in
the VP (see 3.1). The verb {laugh, be, read, etc.) is the Head of the VP,
and the Complements (NP, AdjP, PP, etc.) may have functions like Direct
Object, Indirect Object, Predicative Complement, etc. We shall return to
these functions in Chapter 3.

Consider also the following sentences:

(53)  He told the girl that she was clever.
(54) He told an interesting story to the girl.

In (53) we find that the verb phrase contains a thar-clause as one of the
Complements of the verb. The VP here is:- fold the girl that she was clever.
Pseudo-clefting and substitution by do (s0) indicate that the thar-clause is
part of the VP:

(55) What he did was tell the girl that she was clever.

(56)  He told the girl that she was ciever and 1 did (s0) too.

The structure of (53) is (57):

(57) [SHe lvptold [Npthe giri] igthat shewasclever] i ]

Sentence (54) above is an alternative version of (49). The sequence rold—
NP-NP can be rearranged as: (old—NP-PP (with 7o), without a change in
meaning. The two alternatives ((49) and (54) above) may be bracketed as
follows:

(58) fHe {thold [\,Pthe girl] J ~pan interesting story] | ]

%59) I He ILVPtold ILNPaninteresting story |J !Lp?mthe gir]J ‘H

Note that fellin (49) above and callin (50) both take two NPs as Comple-
ments. Compare the two sentences, here repeated as (60) and (61):

(60)  He told the girl an interesting story.
(61)  He called her a clever girl.

We shall see later that (60) and (61) have quite different patterns of
behaviour, and that the two NPs have quite different grammatical functions
(see 3.4.3 and 3.4.6).

The examples given above illustrate the most important sentence types
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of English, in terms of the complementation that the Head of the VP
requires. In 3.1 ff we shall provide a more exhaustive survey of English
sentence patterns. For the moment, it is important to note that in the
pattern underlying (47) above the adjective phrase (AdjP) may be replaced
byanNPoraPP (asin: Thestorywasagreatsuccessand Theroomwasin.
a mess). Similarly, the V in the pattern underlying (48) may take an S
instead of an NP (as in: He knew that the snake had killed the rat), etc.

We shall say that a verb subeategorises for a certain type of Comple-
ment. In other words, a verb occurs inside a certain frame, and is obli-
gatorily followed by certain classes of categories. Such frames are called
subcategorisation frames. (62a)~(62g) are simplified examples of such
frames:

Subcategorisation frames for verbs Verb types

(62a) [—| Intransitive
s AdiP ‘[

(62b) [—— {NE g ] Copula

PP
62c) [— \S } ] Monotransitive

NP-NPY . ; .
62d) [— {NP—iPP } Ditransitive

_ [jAde‘[ Complex transitive

(62e) | NP- NP | p
(62f) [—— PP] Intransitive
(62g) | NP-PP] Transitive

This list of subcategorisation frames is still provisional, and so are some of
the labels given to the different categories of verb (‘verb types'). Each
frame means that in the position indicated by the dash One may
insert any verb which takes as its Complement(s) the constituent(s) speci-
fied there. As usual, the curly brackets { } indicate a choice: copulas,
for example, may take an AdjP, an NP, or a PP, and monotransitive verbs
may take an NP or an'S, etc. The square brackets in (62a-g) mark off the
boundaries of the VP. It is only the obligatory elements within the VP that
are Complements. The Subject NP, which falls outside the VP, is not a
Complement to the verb. See also 3.1.

So far we have only referred to (obligatory) Complements, i.e. those ele-
ments whose presence is syntactically required. But we shall see that it is
also possible for indefinitely many optional constituents to occur in a sen-
tence. For example:
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(63) He unfolded his magazine.
(64) He unfolded his magazine (for the girl) (quite unexpectedly) ...

What is the VP in the above sentences? In (64) we find additional elements
(italicised and between brackets) which are optional. We shall say that
these elements belong to the VP, but that they are not Complements; they
are not needed to complete the VP; they merely add further information:
they realise the grammatical function of Adjunct (see 3.4.8). The structure
of (64) may be represented as follows:

(65) He [\‘Punfolded |;his magazi nej i_(for the girl) L |l-(quite

unexpectedly) ! . ]

A verb does not subcategorise for Adjuncts. The brackets around for the
girl and quite unexpectedly indicate that these constituents are optional.
The dotted line at the end of the sentence is meant to suggest that the num-
ber of optional constituents can, in principle, be extended indefinitely. In
Chapter 4 we shall see that (optional) Adjuncts may be moved to other
positions in the sentence.

2.4.3.3 Elements before the Head

Text 2.4.1 above has past time reference. We might add to the text time-
specifying phrases (Adjuncts) such as last year, in those days, at the time,
etc. Obviously, we cannot add tomorrow, later on, today, next week, etc.
To change the time reference of text 2.4.1 to the present, we would have to
alter dl the verb forms, as follows:

(66)  The tramp readsthe diary. He laughs. He turns a page, he readsit
and he laughs again. Etc.

If we change the time reference of the text from past to present, we find
that every time it is the form of the first element in the VP which is
affected. For example: laughed becomes laughs, and was unfolding
becomes is unfolding. The form of the verb is altered from past tense to
present tense.

For each VP in the text a tense choice has been made: either past or
present. If a VP is marked for tense, it is said to be finite. (Non-finite VPs
are those which exhibit no contrast between past and present tense.)

We can represent the relationship between the verb and its tense mark-
ing by the following notation:

(67) [VPTense—V ” ]

where ... stands for Complements and Adjuncts in the VP, including zero.
Of course ultimately the tense is attached to the right of (the base.of) the
V as a suffix: I work/1 workED.
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If we were to rewrite the text so as to change its time reference to the
future, we would get sentences like the following:

(68)  Thetramp will read the diary. He will turn the page ...

Apart from will, one might also use may, must, could, etc. in the same

position. In al these cases what we do is add a word in front of the V.

These pre-verbal elements are the so-called modal auxiliaries, or models
(e.g. shall, will, may, can, should, would, might, could, must). They must

be added in front of the V, after the tense element (cf. (67)). A closer 1ook

at the modals suggests that to some extent they are paired: will—would;
may-might; can-could; shall-should. This pairing is based on tense
contrasts: will is present and would past, etc. Compare:

(698) The tramp says that he will read the diary.
(69b) The tramp sad that he would read the diary.

There are three more types of pre-verbal element: perfect, progressive and
passive. Consider, for example:

(70) She had given him no chocolate.

Bracket the VP. What type of V is give? Bracket and label the Comple-
n ents. The verb giveis preceded by had, and the form giveis altered to the
p.st participle given. Given combines with haveto form the perfect aspect.
[n our example the auxiliary have itsdlf is in the past tense had We
distinguish between the present perfect and the past perfect.

Consider also:

(71)  He wasunfolding his magazine.

Here the verb unfoldis preceded by was (the past tense of the auxiliary be)
and the present participle suffix -ing is added to it. Be + ing expresses
progressive aspect. Again you see that the past tense is attached to the
auxiliary. Can you find any other examples of progressive VPs in text
24.1?

The third pre-verbal element is that of the passive voice. Passive is
expressed by the auxiliary be and the past participle suffix -ed, which is
attached to V. For example:

(72) The tramp was arresteaby the police.

The examples above show that finite VPs contain an obligatory element,
tense. The remaining elements which we have mentioned (modal, perfect,
progressive and passive) are al optional: they may, but need not occur in
the VP. Tense, the modal auxiliaries and the auxiliaries have and be
function as Specifiers of the VP. For convenience, the term ‘auxiliary ele-
ment' will occasionally be used with reference to both tense and auxiliaries.
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The following diagram sums up the elements which may occur before
the Head of the VP: - v

(73) tense  modal perfect progressive  passive V.
> have + —ed be + —ing  be + o4
VP R e = ey
S — =" Head
Specifiers

If one or more optional elements are realised, they must ocur in the order
given by the diagram. The arrows pointing to the right indicate that the
suffixes associated with these elements are moved to the epq of the next
verb on the right. For example, the VP of:

(74) She may have been working in the garden

has the following structure:

(75) (I)_ may have BEen workING
e == 44 e 4 i .
e s - Il
Present M Perf Progr V
VP

The structure of would have been sold is as follows:

(76) [ -ed would have  BEen so!D
——
Past M Perf Pass A%

L VP

2.4.3.4 The First Auxiliary in the VP
Consider again the following sentences from text 2.4.1 (slightly adapted):
(77) The Egyptian was clowning.
(78) The young girl was offering chocolate for the second time,

79) She had given him chocolate.

These declarative sentences (cf. 2.2.1) can be turned into Yes-No
questions, as follows:

(80) Was the Egyptian clowning?
(81) Was the young girl offering chocolate for the second time?
(82) Had she given him chocolate?

As the examples show, Yes—Noquestions are formed by reversing the
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order of the first constituent in the sentence ( The Egyptian, The young girl,
¢tc.) and the first element of the VP (was, had, etc.). The whole first con-
stituent is involved in this inversion, not just part of the constituent; the
auxiliary was or had is moved across the entire constituent to sentence-
initial position. Compare, for example:

(83a) |1 «p The new Prime Minister of Belgium|] is making a statement
in the United Nations tomorrow.

(83b) /s [\-p[he new Prime Minister of Belgium] making a statement
in the United Nations tomorrow?

Not:

(83c) *[The new Prime MinisterJl is lofBelgium] making a statement
in the United Nations tomorrow?

Now let us form Yes—Naquestions from (84) and (85) below:
(84)  The tramp admires the girl.

(85) He laughed.

Here we always get the additional element does or did in the corresponding
questions. For example:

(86)  Does the tramp admire the girl? (Not: *Admires the tramp the
girl?)

87) Did he laugh?

What is the difference between examples (77)-(79) and examples (84) and
(33)7 Why is there simple inversion in one case, and inversion pius do-
insertion in the other? The answer is that English Yes-No questions
always need an auxiliary in initial position, and if there is no auxiliary avail-
able in the underlying structure (as in (84) and (85)), then the ‘dummy’
element do must be inserted. Do is then also called an auxiliary.

It is always the first auxiliary in the VP that is involved in the inversion
with the Subject NP.

What we have said about the role of the first auxiliary and the use of do
also applies to the negation of English sentences. Negation is normally
achieved by inserting not after the first element of the VP.

Now negate both sentences (77)-(79) and sentences (84) and (85)
above. You will find that (77)-(79) allow simple nor-insertion (without
do), whereas (84) and (85) again require do-insertion when they are
negated. The negative sentences corresponding to (77) and to (84), for
example, are the following:
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(88) The Egyptian was not/wasn't clowning.

(89) The tramp does not/doesn't admire the girl. (Not: The tramp
admires not the girl).

Why is there do-insertion in (89), but not in (88)? The answer is again that
negative sentences always need an auxiliary in front of not. And if there is no
auxiliary available, the auxiliary do must be inserted.

The first auxiliary in the VP (a modal, or have or be) is not only
involved in operations like question formation and negation, but also, for
example, in tag formation. The 'tag question' corresponding to (77) is (90)
and that corresponding to (84) is (91) below. Compare:

(90) The Egyptian was clowning, wasn't he?

(92) The tramp admires the girl, doesn't he? (Not: *The tramp admires
the girl, admiresn’t he?).

The auxiliary in the tag in (90) corresponds with the progressive auxiliary
was and is negated. In (91) do-insertion is again required in the absence of
an auxiliary.

Question formation, negation and tag formation are three ways to
illustrate the specia status of the first auxiliary in the VP: as we have seen,
this firt element may be a modal (wiil, must, should, etc.), the perfect
auxiliary have, the progressive auxiliary be, or the passive auxiliary be. We
shall return to the operation of do-insertion in section 4.2.3.

However, it is not only the auxiliaries have and be that are involved in
inversion, negation and tag formation, but also the lexica verbs have and
be. For example:

(92a) Her voice was soft.

(92b) Was her voice soft?

(92c) Her voice wasn't soft.

(92d) Her voice was soft, wasn't it?

These lexical verbs behave like auxiliaries here. This is a case of structural
indeterminacy or ‘reanatysis (see Chapter 6).

2.4.3.5 Summing up the VP
We have seen that VPs in English usually have the structure shown in (93):
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(93)
| Tns. M/Perf/ i ‘ AdjF/NP/S/ | NP/S/PP/
Category| Prog/Pass |V | PP/ ... | AdvP/ ...
function ‘ Specifier 'H ;\{erb A
_ | Complement | )
) | laughed | | again
was interesting
must have been| reading| the diary with great interest
may have told the girl an yesterday
! interesting story
would have |called | her aclever girl | if she had known
[ the answer
|_

[his diagram is provisional. We shall return to details of the structure of
the VP below. Here it is important to repeat that the only obligatory ele-
ments in the VP are: the Head V, its Complements, if any, and the
Soecifier tense (Tns). The remaining elements are optional. The grammati-
¢i | functions in VP will be dealt with in Chapter 3. Compare diagram (93)
w th diagram (37), which sums up the structure of the NP (2.4.2.5).

2.4.3.6 Exercises

I Analyse the VPs of the following sentences, paying particular attention to the elements
preceding the Head V. Draw diagrams similar to [75) and (7&] above.

1i Inspector Mills will question the prisoner first.

(2] i am looking forward to hearing from you soon.

3) The policeman could have arrested the tramp.

4) Susan has been writing letters all afternoon.

(5) McDonald was booked for hitting his opponent in the stomach.

(6] All these documents have been examined by Dr. Klutzbaum.
Classify all the lexical verbs in the above sentences (1 ]-(6)) in terms of their

complementation.
Ul Wherever possible, change each of the above sentences into:

(a) Yes-No questions

(b) Negative statements

(4] Tag questions

Commeni on any cases where the three operations yield curious results. Can you think
of any other operational tests to show the special status of the first auxiliary?

2.4.4 PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

Phrases consisting of a preposition (in, about, under, to, with, etc.)
followed by an NP or an S are called prepositional phrases (PPs). We shall
assume that the preposition (P) is the Head of the PP, and that what
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follows the Head is its Complement (Prepositional Complement, or
Prepc). For example (the P is italicised):

(94) in the corner

(95) fo the tramp

(96) with red hair

97) about this topic

The preposition may be preceded by an element which specifies it. For
example:

(98) right on the spot

99) slap in the middle

(100)  straight through the wall
(101)  three inches above the door

The Specifiers in the PPs are italicised. The Specifiers in (98)-(100) are
adverb phrases, and that in (101) is an NP.

Occasionally the P of a PP is followed by another PP, e.g. since after the
war and from behind the green door. The Prepc is also deletable at times,
e.g. John is inside (the room).

Notice that PPs may occur within VPs, NPs, etc. Consider, in particular,
the foilowing sentences from our text, and decide whether the PPs occur
inside a VP or an NP:

(102) He leaned towards the German girl.

(103) The noise in the room continued.

In:

(104) 1 l yemether at the entrance of the cinemal

the PP at the entrance of the cinema occurs inside a VP, and the PP ofthe
cinema inside the NP the entrance of the cinema, which is the Prepc of at.
The structure of this PP is as follows:

(105) ILP,,at l wptheentrance [Ppof [NPthe cinema |J I, ”

The normal order of elements in the PP is: P-NP. However, English also
has a number of postpositions, which typically follow their Complements,
as in: three weeks ago and all joking aside; ago and aside are like prepo-
sitions in that they serve as the Head of a PP.

2.4.4.1 Summing up the PP
The structure of the PP may be summed up as in (106):
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(106) ~Category| AdvP/NP i P | NP/S/PP
Function| Specifier | H | Complement
e o Y
with red hair
right . on the spot
two minutes |  before her arrival
| about this topic
| regarding | whether he might come

Compare this diagram with diagrams (37) and (93) in 2.4.2.5 and 2.4.3.5
above.

2.4.4.2 Exercise
#racket the following sentences, paying particular attention to the structure of the PPs:

1) She will be wearing a white dress with o dropped waistline,
(2] | will see you ar the east gate of the park,

He put the money :n an old shoe-box Shree years ago.

She was born in Trinidad or in Jamaica.
Those two paintings by Salvador Dati are for sale.

Watch out for a tall man with a moustache.

o ;.rg 3“”

2.4.5 ADJECTIVE PHRASES

Our text 2.4.1 contains phrases such as:
(107)  very soft

(108) German

(109) young

These are adjective phrases (Ades). The Head of an AdjP is an adjective
(soft, German, young), just as the head of an NP is an N or the Head of a
VP a V, etc. The AdjPs (108) and (109) consist of a Head adjecﬁve (Adj)
only, whereas in (107) the Head Adj is preceded by an adverb phrase
(very) which specifies it.

The Head Adj may also be followed by a PP or an S which serves as a
Complement of the Head Adj. For example (the Complements are
italicised):

(110)  worried about the future
(111)  afraid that she might die

(112)  fond ofthe sea
Decide whether the italicised AdjPs occur inside a VP or inside an NP in
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the sentence below (the NP itself may be inside a VP or a PP):
(113) Her voice was very soft.
(114) He leaned towards the German girl.

Bracketing of (113) should yield the following constituent structure:
(115) s [NPHervoice] [wwas [Adlpvery Soft]]]

The AdjP very soft functions as a Verb Complement in the VP. Bracketing
of (114) gives:

(116) [s [weHe][\pleaned [rrtowards [ypthe [,\d,PGerman] eirl | J]]

The AdjP German functions as a Premodifier in the NP the German girl.

NPs may contain more than one AdjP functioning as Premodifier. For
example:

(117)  the young German gir|
(118) the little old lady
(119) that nice young French student

Words like only, as in an only child, and utter, as in an utterfool, are also
AdiPs. However, they ar€ limited in their distribution: unlike the vast
Mmajority of AdjPs, they cannot occur after the Copula be in a sentence:
*the child is only or * the fool is utter. These AdjPs, it appears, can only be
used attributively, not prcdicatively. Other ADJPs, such as awake or alone,
can only be used predicatively, not attributively, e.g.: *the awake child
* the alone boy.

2.4.5.1 Summing up the AdjP
The structure of the AdjP may be summed up as in (120):

(120) Category] AdvP | Adj [ PP/S
Function| Spec | H Complement
. young
extremely | handsome
very ; worried about the future
afraid ' that she might die
rather fond of the sea

Compare this diagram with diagrams (37), (93) and (106) above.
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2.4.5.2 Exercises

AdjPs usually describe' some sort of quality that is attached to o person or thing, eg
She is nice attaches 'niceness’ to 'she’. Identify the AdjPs in the following sentences. Whot is
the NP each AdjP is related with?

[1) His decision was very unwise

(2] The young girl was left in absolute misery.

(3] She looks very attractive.

(4] This important decision was reached after painful negotiations.

(5) The ©ld Vicar considered their behaviour sinful
(6] The idea seems to me to be rather provocative.
(7] They painted the door dark red.

(8] She married the Duke young.

Complete the sentences below by odding a Complement PP with the appropriate
preposition. Bracket the AdjP anri then the VP.

m She was not aware . . .

(2! She is angry . ..

(3] She was very envious ...
(4] You cre guilty , . .

(54 Children are often afraid ..

2.4.6 ADVERB PHRASES

l'ext 2.4.1 also contains phrases such as:

(121) again
(122)  soon
(123)  very
(124)  slowly
(125)  then

these are adverb phrases (AdvPs). The Head of an AdvP is an adverb
(Adv), just as the Head of an NP is an N or the Head ofa VP a V, etc. The
AdvPs in (121)—(125) consist of a Head Adv only; our text contains no
instances of AdvPs containing elements which specify the Head. Examples
of such AdvPs are the following:

(126)  very soon

(127)  extremely slowly

AdvPs may occur in a VP or in an AdjP. Decide whether the italicised
AdvPs below occur inside a VP or an AdjP (the AdjP itself may be inside
an NP or a VP):

(128)  He left very recently.

(129)  She copied the documents quite accurately.

(130) An unexpectedly large crowd took part in the demonstration.
(131)  He is typically British.



56  Constituents

(132)  He arrived rather unexpectedly.
(133)  The film was marvellously funny.
(134) She has a really sweet personality.
Observe that AdvPs take no Complements.

2.4.6.1 Summing up the AdvP
The structure of the AdvP may be summed up as in (135):

(135)  Category ' Ady | Adv
R (R S |
Function i Spec H
— b R
very ' recently
. i typically
E f then
extremely | slowly

SEES—— . i

Compare this diagram with diagrams (37), (93),(106) and (120) above.

2.4.6.2 Exercises

I Add AdvPs to the italicised AdjPs in the sentences below:

{1 She became angry,

(2) His attitude is infolerable.

[3J George is tired.

(41 She is afraid that she might die.

1l Add AdvPs denoting 'manner’ to the following sentences:

(1) The old man sat down ...

(2) She spoke to him ...
(3) The Vicar considered the matter .. .
(4) The professor explained the problem .. .

2.5 WORDS

2.5.1 INTRODUCTION

Every speaker of English will intuitively recognise what the words in an
English sentence are. Faced with the string:

(1) SoonafterbreakfastMary AnnbroughtinThe Times

he will no doubt be able to identify the individual words in this sentence
quite easily, and he will know that the appropriate word boundaries are as
in (2) below, rather than as in (3):
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(2) Soon after breakfast Mary Ann brought in The Times.
3) *Soo naf terbre akfast Mary Ann broug htin TheT imes.

If you know a language well enough, you can do this sort of demarcation of
word boundaries quite automatically, by intuition. It is your iinguistic com-
petence which allows you to do this. Of course, such competence is maxi-
mal only for your mother tongue, and it is less than perfect for other
languages which you do not speak fluently. And you have no such com-
petence for the languages which you do not speak. If you do not know a
language, you will find it impossible to identify the word boundaries in
even the simplest sentences. The following string is an example of a very
simple Welsh sentence followed by its translation in English:

4) Bethymayemrysyneiwneud? : What is Emrys doing?

If you do not know Welsh, you will not be able to decide that the word
houndaries are as follows:

(&) Beth y may Emrys yn ei wneud?

Words are grammatical units which a speaker of a language can intuitively
recognise. After all, very little grammatical education is needed to be able
1o play Scrabble, and this game essentially relies on the recognition of
words. The same applies to other word games.

2.5.1.1 Word Classes: the Distribution of Words

In order to form sentences, words must appear in a particular structural
relationship and in a particular order. The distribution of each class of
words is different. Distributional properties of words are known intuitively
by a native speaker.

Consider, for example, the extract below, which is taken from W.
Somerset Maugham's Of Human Bondage. We have left out ten words
from the text. Try to complete the text by inserting an appropriate word:

(6) Philip had led the ... ... .. .. . .. (1) life of an only child, and
............... (2) loneliness at the vicarage was no............. . (3)
than it had been when his ... ... ... . .| (4) lived. He made friends
............... (5) Mary Ann. She was a chubby little. ... ... .. .. .. (6)
of thirty-five, the daughter of ... .. ... .. .. (7) fisherman, and had
come to the . . ... . ... .. . | (8) at eighteen; it was her first
............... (9) and she had no intention of . ... ... .. (10) it.

You will probably find that at some of the points in the text you could
insert quite a number of appropriate words, while at other points you are
far more restricted in your cheice. At 1, for example, you might have

thought of werds like solitary, lomely, wmhappy, tsvlated, seeluded,
sheltered protected misenallile, unevemtful, self-centred, boring, dull,
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happy, uninteresting, stable, tedious, romantic, full, empty, etc. But at
point 2 you can only choose between Philip's and his, and perhaps the.

We now give the list of the actual words, as they occurred in the original
text: solitary, greater, his, a, mother, person, vicarage, place, leaving; with.
Can you identify which word went where in the text above? See also text
2.5.8.

Words can be classified depending on the type of environments in which
they can appear. At 1 in the text none of the words suitable for 2 would
have been appropriate; and vice versa. The environment in which a word
occurs (the context) serves as an important criterion for setting up classes
of words. Words which can appear in the same context will be said to have
the same distribution: they belong to the same word class. In this section it
is our purpose to look more closely at word classes,

2.5.2 NOUNS

In section 2.4.2 we have identified NPs as constituents whose Head is a
noun (the Head Ns are italicised):

7 The tramp was reading his diary,
(8) The German gir! was pouring hot chocolate.

Thus a word is a noun (N) if it can fill the blank in frames like:
9) [NpThe ............... ] was reading [whis .............. 1

(10) leThﬁ German ........... .. E was pouring ,_\.Phot .............. %
As we have seen, Ns may be preceded by determiners, but also by AdjPs to
form NPs.

Nouns may vary in form. Compare:
(11a) The tramp is reading his diary.

(11b)  The tramps are reading their diaries.

The sentences show a contrast between singular and plural nouns: tramp
and diary refer to only one person or thing; framps and diaries refer to
more than one person or thing. This contrast between singular and plural is
one of number (see also 2.4.2.2 above).

Consider now the following:

PR, S The boyJ
(12) ) Philip 'jz was ill.
(13) )\lfdr;iymifnlf brought the newspaper.

Philip and Mary Ann take the same position as the sequence article +
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noun. In fact, we shall consider them to be a sp-cial category of nouns:
proper nouns. They do not normally take an article (* The Jane was ill) and
usually occur in the singular only (* Janes). However, come proper nouns
always occur in the plural and take a definite article: The He'rides, The
United States, The Times.

2.5.3 VERBS

In 2.4.3 we have introduced VPs. Bracket the VP in the sentences below
and underline the Head V in each clause:

(14) Mary Ann had come to the vicarage when she was eighteen.
f135) Philip asked her whether he might come with her.
(16)  Her parents lived in a little house near the harbour.

The head Vs in (14)-(16) are come (twice), ask and live. These are called
main verbs or lexical verbs. The item had in had come in (14) is an
auxiliary (of the Perfect), and might, in might come in (15) is a modal
(auxiliary). For the main differences between lexical verbs and auxiliaries,
see 2.4.3 above.

Lexical verbs are verbs which function as the Head of a VP, and which
as such can be the only verb in a sentence. Lexical verbs can be preceded
by one or more auxiliaries.

Auxiliaries cannot normally occur on their own, although in some cases
the lexical verb functioning as the Head may have to be recovered from the
context: we say then that the lexical verb (and other material accompany-
ing it in the context) is deleted. Examples are:

(17) A: Who has broken the window? B: John has (broken the
window).

(18) A: Can you speak Danish? B: No, I can't (speak

Danish).

The italicised elements in the following VPs are all auxiliaries, the verb
arrest in each example being the lexical verb:

(19a) ... willarrest ...

(19b) ... has arrested ...

(19¢) ... will have arrested ...

(19d) ... would have been arrested ...

2.5.4 ADJECTIVES

In section 2.4.5 we have described AdjPs as constituents whose Head is an
adjective. Consider, for example, the following AdjPs (the Head Adjs are
italicised):
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(20) solitary
(22) very nice
(22) rather hot

Adjectives in English do not change in form to show number (unlike

French adjectives, for example):
(23a) an oldtramp
(23b) two oldtramps

Some adjectives may have different forms depending on the degree of the

quality they express:

(24) Mary Ann is nice, Philip is nicer, but the Vicar is nicest.
The form nice is said to be the base; nicer is the comparative degree

(usually followed by a phrase or a clause beginning with than), and nicest is
the superlative degree. Base, comparative and superlative are the three

degrees of comparison.

Longer adjectives cannot be 'graded’ by adding —er/—esto the base.
Instead we must put 720re and most before the adjective to form the com-
parative and the superlative.

(25a) She is ambitious.
(25b)  She is more ambitious than her sister.
(25c)  She is the 'most ambitious student in the first year.

There are also irregular degrees of comparison such as: good—better—best;

bad-worse-worst; and little-less-least.

2.5.5 ADVERBS

Adverbs function as the Head of AdvPs (the Head Advs are italicised in
the examples below):

(26) marvellously
(27) very slowly

Adverbs 2re often formed by adding the suffix —/yto the corresponding
adjectives, egq.. marvellous—marvellously; beaurifui—beautiquy, How-
ever, not al adverbs are formed with -ly. For example, soon, well, then,
there, fast, now have no regular corresponding adjective forms. Early, fadt,
hard, kindly. and late are both adverbs and adjectives.

Like adjectives, adverbs may be put in the comparative and the super-
lative degrees. A few short adverbs like soon, early and late take — gpand
-est, but the majority of adverbs require more and most, and some are irre-
gular. For example: early—earlier—earliest; beauttful!y—rnorebeaUtifU||Y'
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most beautifully; slowly—moredowly-most slowly; well—better—best;and
badly-worse- worst.

2.5.6 PREPOSITIONS

Prepositions function as the Head of a PP (cf. 2.4.4). Prepositions may
congst of only one word (e.g.: on, at, in, inside), or of more than one word
(e.g.: in relation to, with respect to, because of, in favour of, in aid of).
These multi-word prepositions are ‘frozen’ units, which have become single
lexicd items. Their internal make-up is irrelevant for our purposes: as a
whole they function as one preposition (see also multi-word conjunctions
below (2.5.7)).

Prepositions may be separated from their Complements in cases like

(28) and (29) (the PP is italicised):
(28) That book | have been looking for for weeks.
(29) What is this in aid of?

See als0 4.2.4.3.
English also has some postpositions like ago, as in: three days ago (cf.
2.4.4).

2.5.7 CONJUNCTIONS

Conjunctions serve to link sentences/clauses, or phrases. They may consist
of only one word (and, but, or, that, if, etc.) or more than one word (so
that, in order that, assoon asetc.).

Conjunctions may also be subdivided into coordinators (and. but, or,
for, etc.) and subordinators (that, if, although, so thar. assoon as, etc.) (cf.
2.2.2). The coordinators in the following examples are italicised:

(30 John got up and walked out.

(31y  Not Paul, but Bill failed his finals.

(35 We had to hurry, for we were late.

The examples below contain subordinators (italicised):

(33 When he isill, he does not go to church.

(34 He didn't go, because he felt ill.

(35 They came back early, in order that they could see the film on TV.

Since subordinating conjunctions occur in the COMP dot they are often
referred to as complementisers.
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2.5.8 BEXERCISES

| Bracket the sentences, clauses and phrases in the following text:

| Text2.5.8

Philip hod led the solitary life of on only child, and his loneliness ot the vicorage was no
greater than it had been when his mother lived. He made friends with Mary Ann. She was a
chubby little person of thirty-five, the daughter of a fisherman, and had come to the vicarage
at eighteen,- it was her first place and she had no intention of leaving it; but she held o
possible marriage as + rod over the timid heads of her master and mistress. Her father and
mother lived.in o little house off Harbour Street, and she went to see them on her evenings
| out. One evening Philip asked whether he might go home with her.

Adapted from W, Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage.

I — i

Il Are the sentences in the above text simple, compound, complex or compound-complex?
1]} List all She NPs, VPs, AdiPs, AdvPs and PPs in the text.

v Try to classify all the words in the text into different closses: moke lists of all nouns, cil
verbs, oll adjectives, all adverbs, etc.

Vv Find the pronouns in the text and try to establish what NP they replace.
U Consider the following sentences:
(1) The young are often selfish. They hove never really learnt to shore.
(2) The French are renowned for their good toste.
(3) John is always trying to achieve the impossible.
(4} Only the absurd is worth writing about.

Would you call the italicised strings NPs or AdjPs? Give evidence to justify your onswer.
What (syntactic) differences are there between the italicised strings in (1) and (2)
and those in (3] and (4) above?

VIf Consider the following sentences:
(1j You might have come home a bit earlier.
(2) All the applicants should have been examined
(3) When asked about his favourite author, he always mentions J.D. Salinger.
|4) They wanted me to come at once, but | refused.
(5) J remember seeing him doing that trick blindfolded.
(6) She hod a curious feeling of having been there before.

Determine whether the underlined verbs are auxiliaries or lexical verbs. For each
auxiliary, state whether it is a modal or not, and for each lexical verb, indicate whether
ii is o finite or non-finite form.

3

FUNCTIONS

3.1 INTRODUCTION: THE VERB AND ITS COMPLEMENTS

Let us return once more to text 2.4.1, repeated here as text 3.1.

Text3.1(= 24.1)

The tramp read the diary. He laughed. He turned a page, he read it and

he laughed again. He leaned towards the German girl and said a few
| words to her.

The Egyptian was clowning; the noise in the room continued. Soon
the young German girl was offering chocolate for the second ime. Her
voice was very soft.

The tramp was unfolding his magazine slowly. He stopped suddenly,
he looked at the chocolate. But she had given him no chocolate. He
unfolded his magazine. Then he destroyed it.

V.S, Naipaul-/n-a-Free-State—

ldentify NPs, VPs and PPs in the text by bracketing and labelling. If you
look carefully at the structure of each clause, you will find there is always a
combination of one NP and one VP per clause. To illustrate this point, let
us analyse all the clauses of the first paragraph of text 3.1:

[ [ maramp] [ gead [ the diary]]]

[ [gte] [ foughea] ]
[umed [ g age] ]

@ [l lgea L1

®)  [[e] [aughea [ zeain]]]

(6)

>[ fple] [llgpaned [ngwards the German girl] | ]

(7 [Hp(he]] [V;aid [wa few words] [Plgo her]] ]

63

s
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The first NP in (7) is ellipted, as the parentheses indicate, but it is clear
from the context that the NP must be #e.

Each clause contains a VP preceded by an NP, as is reflected by one of
the phrase structure rules of English:

(8) S—_eNP-VP

The effect of this rewrite rule may also be represented by the following tree
diagram (see also 1.2.3):

)

NP VP

The NP immediately dominated by S is the Subject NP (3.3.1), and the VP
is the Predicate of S (3.3.2). On the use of the 'triangles' in (9), see 1.2.3.

Bracket the remaining clauses of text 3.1 and identify the Subject NP
and the Predicate of each clause. There are four Ss (i.e. clauses) in the
second paragraph, and six in the third.

As we have seen (Chapter 2), lexical verbs can be classified according to
the type of complementation they take (that is, in terms of the subcate-
gorisation frames in which they can occur). We repeat here the classifi-
cation of verbs given in 2.4.3.2, with one example sentence for each verb
type.

Verb types Frames Examples
(a) Intransitive, e.g. laugh ivp— J He laughed
5 AdjP |
(b) Copula, e.g. seem [w — & % ] He seemed_ [r\djpvery
) PP cheerful]
(c) Monotransitive, [\,.P— {gNP }J He killed [Npthe mouseJ
e.g. kill
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(d) Ditransitive, flw-—— He gave [\.,.the girl]
e.g. give =
( NP-NP\, | | p@ book]
\NP-PP f J

(e) Complex transitive, He called 1-"F‘himj

e.g. call JAdiP
NP NP } ] [,;Fa fool]
(f) Intransitive + PP, [\_ g I’P} He leaned L,,P10W'ards
e.g. lean
the girl]
(¢) Transitive + PP . [\ ——NP-PP] He put [ whishead]-
e.g. put | :
li;,,onher
shoulderé

In the following sections we shall look at the behaviour of Complements in
more detail, refining and completing the above schema as we go along.
Moreover, we shall also deal with Adjuncts in VPs, which are not included
in this survey of basic patterns. since Adjuncts are not obligatory constitu-
ents.

It is important to point out that the verb itself may contain more than
one word, e.g.:

(1U0)  He went out.
(IT) He gave up alcohol.

Co out is a multi-word verb which takes no Complement, whereas give up
is a multi-word verb which needs an NP Complement.

(12)  goout: [\.P—]

(13) give up: [VP ——-NP]

Go out is intransitive, and give up is monotransitive. Both are phrasal verbs
(cf. Chapter 6).

it is clear that subcategorisation frames are not based on syntactic infor-
mation only; the meaning of the lexical verb (the Head of the VP) also
plays an important part in the setting up of such frames. As a rale, verbs



66  Functions

express activities of some kind (but the term 'activity' is to be interpreted
here in a fairly wide sense, to include such events, happenings, states of
affairs and situations as are expressed by verbs like die, dream, fall, hate,
possess, resemble). Activities usually involve one or more participants. The
activity 'kill', for example, expressed by the verb kill, involves two partici-
pants: the Agent and the Patient. In order to refer to the activity of 'kill-
ing', we must therefore also refer to these two essential participants. In the
sentence John killed the tramp, the Agent is expressed by John, the Patient
by the tramp. The constituents John and the tramp are respectively the
Subject of S and the Complement of V. Thus, a subcategorisation frame
can be seen as a grammatical specification of a verb, which aso reflects the
semantic content (that is, the meaning) of the verb.

3.2 GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS

Compare the following sentences:
(1) The girl showed the diary to the tramp.
(2) The tramp showed the diary to the girl.

These two sentences contain identical words, and their constituent struc-
ture is aso exactly the same. Both sentences are to be bracketed as follows:

@ [Slw JIVP | J (PP J]j

Match the constituents in (1) and in (2) to the bracketing in (3). The tree
diagrams (4) and (5) represent (1) and (2) respectively:

(4)
S
NP VP
THN/NPP
B NP
The girl past  show the diary to the tramp
showed
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-\"“M—\.\_\_\
NP PP
F NP
The tramp past show the diary to the girl
showed

The trees as such are identical, but the lexical items the tramp and the girl,
wwo NPs, occur at different structural positions in the tree. In (4). the NP
the girl is immediately dominated by S (it is the Subject (Su)), whereas in
(5) it is the NP the tramp which isimmediately dominated by S (and is thus
the Su). As you can see, Subject NPs are outside the VP.

In (4) the tramp occurs inside the VP: it is immediately dominated by
PP, and it is also dominated by VP. In (5), thegir! is in the same structural
position: it is immediately dominated by PP, and it is also dominated by
VP. On the distinction between immediate dominance and dominance, see
123

The difference in the position of the NPs clearly has an effect on the
behaviour of such NPs in the sentence. For example, only the two NPs
indde the VP (e.g. the diary and the tramp) may switch places. Compare:

(@) The girl showed the diary to the tramp.
(6) The girl showed the tramp the diary.
(7 *The diary showed the girl to the tramp.

We shall say here that the change from (1) to (6) above also involves the
deletion of the preposition to. The NP outside the VP (ke girl) is not
affected by the operation which changes (1) into (6). This operation is
cdled Dative Movement.

On the other hand, if we passivise sentence (1) we find that it is the NP
outside the VP that is affected, as well as one of the two NPs inside the VP.
The Subject NP is shifted rightwards and the preposition by is added to it.
The other NP is moved leftwards out of the VP, Compare:

(1) The girl showed the diary to the tramp.
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(8 The diary was shown to the tramp by the girl.
9 The tramp was shown the diary by the girl.

Again we assume that in the change from (1) to (9) the preposition to is
deleted. We conclude that, depending on their structural position, the NPs
and PPs in (1) and (2) have different syntactic properties.

Constituents are said to have different grammatical functions (GFs). In
(1), for example, thegirlis Subject (Su); thediary is Direct Object (Od), to
the tramp is Indirect Object (Oi). We shall say that in (1) the Subject is
realised fay an NP, the Od is realised by an NP, and the Oi by a PP. For
(1), we may provisionally abbreviate this information as follows: NP/Su,
NP/Od, 2nd PP/Oi. Conversely, we might want to say, for example, that
the NP thegirlin (1) realises the GF of Su: NP/Su, or NP functions as Su.

The slash convention introduced here provides a quick way of indicating
the GFs and their realisations in a given sentence.

In the sections which follow we shall look at all the important GFs in
English. We begin with the functions in S (3.3), and then proceed to the
functions in VP (3.4).

3.2.1 EXERCISES

J Replace the NPs in (1) and (2) above by pronouns. Which of them have subjective
forms, and which have objective forms?2

i Provide counter-examples io the following claim:

In standard English subjective forms of pronouns occur as Subject and objective
forms as Object.

3.3 GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS [N S

3.3.1 SUBJECT

The Subject of a sentence has been defined as the NP which combines with
the VP to form an S. In other words, the Su is the NP which is immediately
dominated by S in a tree diagram representation. Consider:

(D The tramp was laughing.

tI_n (1) the Subject NP is the tramp. Here are two alternative representa-
ions:

@  [.[ Tretramp] [ was laughing] ]
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The tramp was laughing

Identify the Subject in (4) and in (5) below, using both labelled bracketing,
as in (2), and a tree diagram representation, as in (3):

4 The Egyptian was clowning.
(5) The German gir! was offering us some chocol ate.

Le us consider some of the syntactic characteristics of Subject NPs such as
the tramp, the Egyptian and the German girl in (1), (4) and (5) above. We
have already noted (2.4.3.4) that NPs functioning as Su invert with the first
auxiliary element (wasin our examples) in the formation of questions. For
example:

(6) Was the tramp laughing?

The switch of the Subject NP and the first auxiliary element is called
Subject-Auxiliary Inversion (SAI). The mechanics of this process will be
dealt with in section 4.2.1.

Another characteristic of Subject NPs in finite clauses is that they nor-
maly agree in number with the first element in the VP. If, for example, we
put the NP the tramp in the plural, we get sentence (7) instead of (1):

—

(N The tramps were laughing.

The change from singular to plural here does not only affect the Subject
NP but aso the VP: was also has to be replaced by a plural form. Agree-
ment is overtly marked in finite clauses on the firg auxiliary element, or, if
there is no auxiliary element, on the lexical verb itsdf. Note that other ele-
ments in the VP may aso be affected by this. Compare, for example:

(89 The tramp never enjoys himsdf.
(8b) The tramps never enjoy themselves.

A third way of recognising Subject NPs is that pronouns replacing them
will normally have the subjective form (he, she, they, etc.), not the objec-
tive form (him, her, them, etc.). For example:

(9a) He was laughing.
(9b) *Him was laughing.
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The three characteristics of Subject NPs mentiond here (SAI, agreement
and substitution by pronouns) can be used to identify the Subject of a finite
clause. Using these three tests, identify the Subject NPs in (10)—(14)
below:

(10)  The patient has been examined by Dr MacDonald.

(11) The tramp was shaving himself.

(12)  The exam is at the end of next term.

(13) That painting Sue does not like.

(19) After breakfast the boys wandered out into the playground.

Discuss any problems that you are faced with in applying dl three tests to
the above sentences.

3.3.2 PREDICATE

We have seen that the Subject NP and the VP together make up a
sentence:

S—»NP-VP

The VP 'predicates something' of the Subject; its function is 'predicative'.
Since the function of VP is that of predicating, we shall call it the Predicate
(Pred) of the sentence. We shdl see below that constituents inside the VP
may also have some kind of predicative function.

3.3.3 SENTENCE ADJUNCTS

Apart from Su and Pred, the sentence may also contain elements which are
peripheral in the structure of the sentence: they fdl outside the major con-
stituents NP and VP. These peripheral sentence elements are of two types:

(@) items which serve to specify the speaker's attitude towards the rest of
the sentence; examples are: unfortunately, certainly, in my view, in
fact. For example:

(15) Unfortunately, the match was cancelled because of bad weather.

(b) items which serve to connect sentences in a text; examples are: more-
over, however, nevertheless, yet. For example:

(16)  John had planned to swim across the Channel last year. However,
when the time came he did not have the courage.

The items under (a) and (b) are collectively referred to as Sentence
Adjuncts (Sas). We shall return to them in section 3.4.9.
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3.4 GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS IN VP

Having looked at the two maor grammatical functions in the sentence:
Subject (Su) and Predicate (Pred), we shall now consider the functions
realised by constituents within the VP. In section 3.5 we shall discuss the
srammatical functions in NPs, AdjPs, AdvPs and PPs.

~ The VP, as we have seen, may contain elements of various types which
ether precede or follow the Head of the VP (a lexical verb). We have
distinguished between Complements in the VP and Adjuncts in the VP.
Complements are obligatory constituents, which are needed to complete
the VP. They are ‘selected’ by the lexical verb (cf. 3.1 above). In addition
1o Complements of V, the VP may also contain optional Adjuncts, gener-
dly denoting place, time, manner, condition and the like.

The functions in the VP that will be dealt with are: Predicative Comple-
ment (3.4.1), Direct Object (3.4.2), Indirect Object (3.4.3), Adverbial
Complement with intransitive verbs (3.4.4), Adverbial Complement with
transitive verbs (3.4.5), and a complex grammatical function which is a
combination of Predicative Complement and Adverbial Complement
(3.4.6).

3.4.1 PREDICATIVE COMPLEMENTS

[1e function of a Predicative Complement (Pc) is that of ascribing some
property to the Subject of the sentence. This function is normally realised
by NPs. AdjPs or PPs, and the verbs that select such a Complement belong
to the class of copulas (be, look, seem, etc.). Examples:

(1) Jane seemed a good student.

2 John looked foolish in that tracksuit.
(3) She is an actress.

4 Bill was in afilthy mood.

The Head of the VP in (1) is the copula seem. It is followed by an NP. In
(2) the VP-Head is followed by an AdjP, in (3) by an NP again, and in (4)
by a PP. It is these obligatory constituents following the V which have the
GF of Pc (Predicative Complement). They have been italicised.

We have noted that the VP as a whole also has a predicative function: it
predicates something of an NP. Characteristically, elementsin a predicative
relation (NP/Su and VP, for example) will show agreeement:

(59) John isworking in France at the moment.

(5b)  John and Jane areworking in France at the moment.
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Similarly in (6) the Predicative Complement (to the Subject) agrees .
number with the Subject NP: =
(6a) She is an actress,

(6b) They are actresses.

In many languages (French, for example) AdjPs also show agreement with
the elements they have a predicative relation with. Copulas characteristically
serve to 11K the Subject NP and the property expressed by the Pc 'Being a
good student’, for example, is seen as a property of the person referred to as
Jane ' (1) above, while in (2) 'foolishness' is ascribed to Tohn,

3.4.1.1 Exercise

What is the Predicative Complement (Pc) in each of the following sentences?

1
] Mary is in love with her Qrivin%i.q‘§tlfuctor.

1 ko
E;J He s a toll, thin man with a sallow face and @ long nose.
| The mitk hos turned sour.
(4) The vending machine is oui of order.
gg% Mr \wilson was the richest man in Blackstable.
! The room is in @ mess.
(7) His hair was very white.
(81 Your uncle has grown old.
(%] That trip is out of the question.
(10) She got angry with him.

3.4.2 DIRECT OBJECT

Bracket the major constituents in (7) below. Draw a diagram and
identify the Subj]ect. raw < tree

(7) The tramp was unfolding the magazine for the second time.

As vou can see, the VP contains two constituents in addition to the VP-
Head and its Specifiers: an NP and a PP:

r - A -
(8) [\was unfolding Ilht’he magazine IJ fL}ior the second time ]J l

Which of these is an Adjunct? That is, which of them can be left out easily?
The NP the magazine must be regarded as obligatory in this context. It is
a Complement of V: unfold subcategorises for (or selects) an NP:

unfold: [Vp NP]

The NP i€ magazine cannot be omitted.

9) *The tramp was unfolding for the second time.
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If we passivise sentence (7), we find that the NP-Complement becomes the
Suhject of the passive sentence:
(10) The magazine was being unfolded by the tramp for the second

time.

An NP-Complement of V which becomes the Subject of a passive sentence
is said to have the function of Object. More specifically, the magazine is the
Direct Object (Od) of unfold. Verbs such as unfold whichsubcategorise for
a constituent functioning as Od are said to be monotransitive.

3.4.2.1 Exercise

Zrecket NP/Su @nd VP in the following examples. Are there any Complements inside VP? Are
there any Object NPs?

i) He spoke a few words to the German girl.
2) He looked a dull guy.
(3) She hod forgotten his name.

He destroyed all the magazines.

3.4.3 INDIRECT OBJECT

Consider the following example:

(1) She had given the tramp no chocolate.

I he VP contains two NPs:
(12) [SShe l\,’phad given l\-P[he tramp] [_\-pno chocolate] 1’ ]

Both NPs are Complements to the lexical verb give, which is ditransitive,
Both NPs are, in fact, Objects since both can become the Subject of a

passive sentence:
(13) No chocolate had been given to the tramp.
(14) The tramp had been given no chocolate,

But the two NPs (italicised) do not behave in quite identical ways. In (13)
W€ have to add the P toto the NP the tramp, but in (14) we cannot insert fo
before no chocolate. This is related to the fact that there is an alternative
version of (11), in which the NP the tramp can be replaced by a PP with ro;
the NP no chocolate cannot be replaced by a PP with ro.

(15) She had given no chocolate to the tramp.
(16) *She had given the tramp to no chocolate.

Both NPs in (11) are Objects: no chocolate is the Direct Object (Od), and
the tramp is the Indirect Object (Oi). It is characteristic of the Oi that it can
often be replaced by a PP with either 7o or for. An example of the latter:



74  Functions

(17) She poured the tramp a drink.

(18) She poured a drink for the tramp.

However, occasionally there is only one possibility of realising the Oi, e.g.
(19) She struck him a blow.

(20) *She struck a blow to him.

Ditransitive verbs like give, offerand pour normally have one of the follow-
ing subcategorisation frames:

@y §[—— NP-NPj |
) [—— NP-PP,

fd

) [—— NP-NP] |

OR I— NP-PP, ] |

3.4.3.1 Exercises

Bracket the Indirect Object NPs and PPs in the sentences below:

(1) She showed him her drawings.

{2) This song gives me a headache.

(3) John taught Bill linguistics.

(4) They offered the kidnappers o targe sum of money,
(5) He told us an incredible story.

(6) John suggested a rather interesting solution to us.
(7) The princess donated all her money to the Church.
(8) | do not envy you your job,

(9] Arthur demonstrated his new invention to his friend.
(10) That adventure is going to cost them their lives.

I Which of the sentences above have an alternative Indirect Object construction? (i.e. in
which cases can the NP/Qibe replaced by a PP/Oi and vice versa?)

3.4.4 ADVERBIAL COMPLEMENTS WITH INTRANSITIVE VERBS
Consider the following sentences:
(22) The newspaper remained with Mr Ellis for three hours.

Bracket the VP. What kinds of constituents does the VP contain?
(23)  The newspaper [wi:emained [P;vith Mr Ellis] [Pgor three hours] |

There are two PPs in the VP, of which the second seems to be optional and
the first obligatory:
(24) The newspaper remained with Mr Ellis.

(25) The newspaper remained for three hours.

For three hours is an optional VP-Adjunct. With Mr Ellis is a Verb Com-
plement. Remain in this case requires a PP: {VP—PP],
Remain is an intransitive verb: it does not take an Od. But at the same
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time remain subcategorises for a PP. The subcategorised PP specifies the
place where the newspaper remained. Constituents which give us more
information concerning the place, manner, time, duration, etc. of an
activity are said to have an adverbial function, and if such an element (like
the PP with Mr Ellis) is obligatory, we call it an Adverbial Complement
(Ac).

Note that remain does not just subcategorise for a PP introduced by
with; other prepositions are also possible:

(26) The newspaper remained at the vicarage.
(27) The sun remained behind the clouds all day.
(28) The paper remained on the shelf.

(29) The books remained in the library.

Alternatively, the Adverbial Complement of remain may be realised by an
AdvP:

(30) He remained there.
31) The women remained upstairs.

"he AdvP again is a Complement: it is non-omissible. Furthermore, it
specifies the location of the activity: it has an adverbial function.

The following examples illustrate other uses of verbs which take an Ac
(the Ac is italicised):

(32) He leaned against the sideboard.

(33) He is in London.

(34) He is at his club.

(35) His birthday is next Saturday.

(36) The performance lasted (for) two hours.
(37) The enterprise cost thousands of pounds.
(38) This parcel weighs two kilos.

In these examples be is not a copula: the Complements (in London, at his
club, etc.) do not assign a property to the Subject NP, but rather specify the
place of ‘being’ ((33), or the time of 'being' in (35). The verbs in the
remaining sentences are also intransitive, but they require an Ac to
the activity or state. An Ac may be realised by various syntactic
For example, the (36) takes an Ac realised by either
a an NP.

Identify the Ac in each of the following sentences and label the category

which realises the function Ac:



